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| I To the Reader q 


| pineſſe in reſpect of} 
full. poſſeſſion; ir 1s]: 
not the leaſt part of|/ 
his blifſe to be happy| Þ 
inexpcAation, Happi- 
neſle berng by all men | 
defircable,thedcſire of | 
it,is naturally ingraf-|j% 
fed in gvery may , and | 
;s the Center of all the | 


fearchings of his heart | 
and turnings of his 
life: But'the moſt of 
jen, like the menof 
| Sodome grope and finde 
not 'the right dore: 
onely to a'truc Chri- 
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Tothe Reader. | yi 


ian (by a ſupernatu- 


Ttrall light) is difcove- 
Ap<d boththe right ob- 


jeRt,andrtherightway 


fro felicitic. Vpon this 


diſcovery , - finding 
himſelfe / while heeis 
here) a ſtranger to his 
happineſle hee deſires 
to take leave of thig 
ſublunary condition, 


Nations, # 

Nov although God 
cat common ble 
lings* promiſeuouſly 
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Parents doe Cherries 


cheir appetites the 
more after them. And 


ion of a Chriſtian 
In his military condi- 
tion is, 19 defire and 
expecation, and it is 
enough to him that, 


acceptation, who. 
knowing  whercof 
[ | we | 


upon good and bad, x 
yet hee holds his beſt | 
favours at a diſtance as,| * 
or Apples from their | \ 
children, to whet]|' 


indeedethe beſt per-| * 


for that he hath Gods| | 
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wee are made, and 


>] how unablc to hold 
7 waite in the ballance 
| of the SanQuary | 
7] takes his beſt Gold 


with grains of allow- 
ance. 

The ſoule of man is 
likea Cipher,which is 
valued by rhat which 
is [ct beforeitif' ir Wea- 

yit ſelfe in the defire 


of earthly things, like 


the Silke-vwworme; © it} 
finiſhech irs worke| 
with its owne de-| 


ftrution : bur 3f- on 


'hings | 
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]chis carthly Taber | | 

nacle is turned to| '} 
Aſhcs, there ſhall re-| 
[ſalt a glorious Phe- 
Unix for. immortali- 
be: - - | 
There are no Cha 
q©. 4 yo 

Iraters, better diſtin- 
guiſhing a Chriſtian, | 
then thoſe that arc mm» 
ward: ( hipocrilic like 
fale-worke may make 
a faire{hcvv onward, | 
an hypccrite may pet» 
forme external works 


but cannot diſſemble 


1n- | 


| things above, when| Þ; 


To the Reader. | 


| Finward affeQions)and 
; Famong(t them, none 
*Pberter diſcovers his] 


temper, then the bea- 


ring of the pulſc of bis|. 
Þ deſires, wetthis wor- 
F chy Author (who de- 
4 parted not without 
2 being much. delired, 
1 and no [:{{e lamented) 
{hath moſt lively ſer 
| forth in the enſuing]: 
A Treatiſe , which A 
{ Chriſtian holding as' 


a Glaſſe before him, 
may. diſcern whe- 


ther hee: have life] 
or| 
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or no by theſe brea-| * 
things. A 
| For the obic here]: 
ſ propounded, what| 
| more deſirable then 
the chicke good ?for| ' 
the place, where can| / 
it bee more deſired, || 
| then in his houſe, | * 
| where his prefence 1s 
manifeſted ? what bet- 
' © {|rerend to beein thar 
P houſe, then to behold 

. God mn the beauty of 
1 holineſlc ? what terme 
of happinefle better 
then for ever ? This| © 
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One thing have 1 defired of 
' the Lord, that T willſceke 

after , that 1 may dnelt. 

in the bouſegf the Lordall 

the dayes of my life , to 

behold the beautie of the | 
Lord, and to enquire in 
hu T emple, | 


: His Plaime 
ZN is partly a 
1 TY Propheſ; je; 
2v© it was madc 
wars aftcr ſome 


great deliverance out of 


B ſome | 


pO OI 
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Pſalme, 


Davids 
comfort, 
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In Gods 
goodnes 
to hime 


ſclfe. 
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ſome greattrouble. The |? 
bleſſed Prophet David,|? 
having experience of | > 
Gods goodnefſe, ſutable| * 


to the trouble hee was 


ſhewes, 


His comfort, and 


His courage, and 
Hts Care. 


whom hee ſets out in all 
the beauties, and excel- 
lencie of ſpeech he can . 
he propounds the Lord 
to him in borrowed 
termes, The Lord & my 


A 


light, and my ſalvation, the 
freagth 


in, in the firſt part of| 
this excellent Pſalme, he | 


His comfort it was al-| 
together in the Lord, |: 
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after Go D. 
flrength of my life, Sohee 


| fetcheth comfort from 
God, the ſpring of com- |. 


fort, the Father of all com- 
fort , hee labours to pre- 
ſent God to him in the 
ſweeteſt manner that 
may be, he oppoſeth him 
to every difticulty, and 


diſtrefſe ; In darkneſle, 
he is my 4ght ; in- danger. 
he is #vy ſalvation; in weak- | 


neſle he is »»y flrength, in 
all my affi ions, and 


ftreights,he is the flrength. 


of my life. Here is the Art 
of faith in all perplexi- 
ties whatſoever , to be 


able to ſet ſomewhat in 
. | God, againſt every mala- þ 


die in our ſelves. And 


this is not ſimply ſer ont, 


$: B 2 bur 
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itrution 


mies who 
are de- 
| {cribed, 
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i afraid ? that is one branch 
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bur likewiſe with a = 
inſultation , The Lord «© 
my light and ſalvation, 
whom ſhall feares It is a 
queſtion proceedingtrom 
a boly inſultation, and 
daringof allother things. 
The Lofd is the flrength of 


? 
. 
7 4 
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my life, of whom ſhall 7 be 


% 
In rhe de- 


of his ene- 


on al 


of his comfort, 

The ſecond branch,and 
ground of his comfort, is 
the goodneſle of God, in 


of his enemies ; when the 


and foes came wgon me to 


bled and felt, he deſcribes 
his enemies by their ma- 


lice, and by theirruine : 
| his 


— 


theruine and deſtruction | 
wicked, even mine enemies, | | 


eateup my fleſh, they ſium. | 


WEE 


y A GONG d 


? 


—_ — 


— 
— 


tl-ones:(o great men they 


—_— - 
After G 0D. 
his enemies were cruel] 
enemies, blood-ſuckers, 
eaters of fleſh, wee call 
them Canibals 5 Ag in- 
deed men that have not 
grace, if they have great. 
nes, & be oppp@ſed, their 
greatneſſe is inacceſſible, 
oneman is a Deviiltoano. ' 
t1er:the Scripture calls: 
t1em Polves, that leave no- 
thing till morning. As the 
great h (hes cate up thelit- 


”". 


make no moreconſcience 
of eating Up other men, 
[hen ofeating bread, they 


make no more bones of| 


overthrowing men, and 
undoing them,thenof ea- 
ting bread. They eateup my. 
people as they eatebread, 


B3 B ut | 


o 


ed. A. Sh 


\ ABREATHING | 


But notwxhſtanding 
their cruelty , they were 
overthrowne , faith Da- 
vid, nhen my foes came upon 
me 10 eate up my ſieſh , they 
flumbled and fell: for, in. 
deed, Gods Children, 
when they are delivered, 
itis uſually with the con. 
fuſion of their enemies; 
God doth two things at 


- once, becauſe the ſpecial! 


grievancentGods childre 


tis from inward ard out- 
| ward enemies;he ſeldome 


or never dclivers them, 
but with the conſufionof 
their enemies; ſo he ſers 
downe his owne comfort 
in the Lard, by the confu- 
lion of his enemies. This 


| will be moſt apparant at 
_ the | 


_ > 
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4fier GoD. _. 
the day of Judgement, 
when Satan, and all that 
are lead by his ſpirit, all 
the malignant Church 
ſhall be ſent to their own 
place, and the Church 
ſhall be forever free from 
all kind of enemies. | 
When the Church is 
moſt free, then the ene. 
mies of the Church are 
neareſt to deſtruQtion , 
| like a paire of BaJlance, 
when they are up at the 
one end, they are downe 
at the other: ſo whenitis 
up with the Church 
downe goe the enemies, 
ſo here arethe two bran. 
ches of his comfort. 
Now his courage for 
the rime'to cone, that 1s 
\/ B 4 in 
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in the third verſe : Though 
an Hoſt incampe ageinst me, 
my heart ſhalt not feare :he 
purs theicaſe of the grea- 
teſt danger that can be, 
though an Hoſt of men 


ſhould incompaſſe me, 


my heart ſhould not feare, 
though narre riſe again 
me, in this will. 1 be confi- 
dent, Here is great cou- 


| rage for the time rocome. 


Experience breeds hope and 
confidence. David was not 
ſo couragious a man of 
himſclfe; but upon expe- 
rience of Gods former 
comfort _ and affiltance, 
his faith brake as fre our | 
of the ſmoke, or as the 
Sunne out of a cloude: 
though L was in ſuch,and 


ſuch 
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to come for any oppotlt-, 
tion, no, not of an Army. } 
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ſuch perplextties z yet 
for the 'time tocome, I 
have ſuch confidence, and 
experience of Gods 
goodneiſe, that I will 
not feare, He that ſecth. 
God, by aſpiricof faith 
in his greatneiſe and 
power ; he ſees all other 
things below,as nothing, 
therefore he ſaycrth here, 
he cares not for the time 


If-God be with w, who can be | 
arain m# Hee ſaw God 
in. his power, and then 
looking from God tothe. 
creature, alas, who was 
he >as Michaia, when he 
had ſcene God firting 
upon his Throne , What 


B 5 was | 


His care. 


' was Achabro him, when 
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he had ſeen God'once > fo 
when the Prophet David 
had ſeene God once, then 
thougch an Hoſt incampe 
arainſt me, 1 nill not feare, 
&c, Thus you have his 
comfort in the double 
branch of ir; his courage 
alſo, and his confidence 
for thetime to come, 
What is his care > that 
1s the next ( Iwill not 
analyſe the Pſalme far- 
ther thenthe Text) after 
his comfortin the Lord, 
and in the- confuſion of 
his enemics, and his cou- 


rape for the time t10{ 
come, he ſets downe his | 
care, One thing have 1 de- 


firedof the Lord, and that: 
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'-| will 1 ſceke after, that I may 
| dwell in the houſe of the Lord: 
| 2 42 the dayes of my life, &e. | 
| | Thiswashiscare; he bad | 
| fo ſweet! experience: of 
| the goodneſle, and power 
| of Godbeing light, and: 
ſalvation, and ſtrength ro 
bim in confounding bis 
enemies , thathe ſtudyed 
with himſelfe how tobe 
thank full ro God , and 
this be thought fitteſt in 
the open great Congrega- 
tion ;/1n tFe Church of | 
God,amonz many others: | _ | 
+ | therefore hee faith, one 
| thing bate I defired of the 
Z | Lord, andthat will 1 ſeeke 
* | after ſtill, that 1 may dnell 
in the houſe of the Lord all 
the dayes of my life. 
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His care. 


| was Achabro him, when 
he had ſeen God'once > ſo 
when the Prophet David 
bad ſeene God once, then 
- though an Hoft incampe 
againſt me, I nill not feare, 
&c, Thus you have his 
comfort in_ the double 
branch of ir; his courage 
alſo, and his confidence 
| forthetime to come, 
What is his care 2 that 
1s the next ( Iwill not 
anaiyſe the Pſalme far- 
therthenthe Text) after 
his comfortin the Lord, 
and in the- confuſion of 
his enemics, and his cou- 
rage for the time to: 
come, he ſers-downe his 


that- 


| fredof the Lord, and 
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care, One thing have 1 de- | 


will 
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| will ſeeke after, that 7 may 


dwell in the houſe of the Lord; 


all the dayes of my life,&vc. | 
This was his care, he had | 
'| fo ſweer. experience: of 


the goodneſle, and power 
of God being light, and: 
ſalvation, and ſtrengthro 
bim in confounding bis 
enemies , thathe ſtudyed 
with himſelfe how to be 


- | thankfull ro God , and 


this he thought fitteſt in 
the open great Congrega- 
tion 411 the Church "of 


God,among many orhers: 


therefore hee faith, one 
thing hate I defired of the 
Lord, and that will 1 ſeeke 
after ſtill , that I may dnell 


in the houſe of the Lord all 


the dayes of my life. 
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| Now in the words © 
the Text that l have read 

there is conteined , the| 
holy Prophets care, and! 
' deſire ſer downe ficſt in 
$eoernlhs one thing have 7 


Imill ſeeke after, 


| tion of thatdefre he ſpe- 
| Cifies, what is that one 
thing hee defred , that { 


Lor&: with the circam- 


dayes of my life. 

Now after the deſire in 
| generall, ſer out here by 
| the obje&t, in general, 
the ra eatin obj e&, | 
one thing have 1defired f the 
| Lord: and likewiſe ” ls 


ſtatice of time, AZ the: 


@ 354 $ 


ered of the Lord, and that} * | 
And then a ſpecifica- = 


may dwet in the houſe of the;- | 


after 0D: 


01 frequency , and feryency 

| of the deſfire', / will ſceke 
] after it fif{s I havedefared 
1 ir, and I will notceaſe: ſo 
:| my deſire, it ſhallnor be 


| 
©| a flaſh ſoonekindled, and 


ſoone pur out ; No, but 
; | one thing have I depred of the 

| Lord, and-:that 1 will ſceke 
#14, 1 will not be quier 
till my defire' be accom. 

!iſhed, there is the gene- 
rall defire,and the degrecs 
of it; 


The particular i, that! 


may dell in the houſe of the 
Lord, 

' Thenthe grounds and 
ends of the particular de- 
ſire,| of dwelling in the 
houſe of the Lord, - 


Becauſe 
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Becaule itis the houſe 
of God, there-is a ſtrong 
argument to moove him 
todwell in the bouſe of 

God:, it is good dwel- 
ling where od dwells, 


and where his Spirit ; 
dwells in 'the houſe of the 
Lord, there is one argu- 
menr:that-moved him, 7 
deſire to drel/there, becauſe 
ir is the houſe of God, 

| which is ſet out by the 
; extent of time, that /maz 
| dnell in the houſe of God, a5 


|| thedager of mylife, till I be| 


| houſed in heaven, where 
| I ſhall need none of theſe 
Ordinances that I hand in 
| need of inthis world 7 de- 
ſaxe to dnell in the houſe of 


"= — 
s : ot 


where his Angels dwell, | 


the | 


| 


Ly 
. 
* 
o 
. 
- 
. 


; To behold the beauty of God, 


 defire, to divell in the 


T4) 


b— .———..——————.. 


frer 0D: b 


the. Lord all the dayes of my | 


life, 
Then the ſecondend is; 


that was one end of his 


houſe of God; not to feed: 
Ins cyes with ſpecula- 
tions; and goodly ſights : 
(as indeed there were 10 | 
the Tabernacle goodly 
things to beſeene,) no ; 


ſight then that; hee ſaw 
the inward fpirituall 


tuall things , the other 
were but outward things, 
as the Apoſtle calls 


in- the houſe of 1he 
Lord, to behold the beauty 


he had a more ſpiritual | 


beauty of: thoſe ſpiri- | 


them, I defire ro dwell | 


of 


| 


jr 


of the Lord , 


cially. 
And then the third end 


of his deſire is, That 1 may 


enquire in his Tem ple, hee 
deſired to dwell. in the| 2} 


houſe of God, becauſe it 
was the houſe of God, 
and to ſee the beauty of 
God ; the ſweet allurin 
beauty of God, that ap- 
pearcd in his Ordinences : 
and then his defire was to 
dwell in the houſe of 


| God, that hee might en- 


*quire more and more, of 
the meaning of God nil. 

beeauſe there is an unſa- 

thomed bottome, and an 
endleſſe depth of excel. 

lency in divine things 

t at 
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the inward | © 
beauty of the Lord, eſpe- 


. _— « , WAP pet 
#1 "25 Oe © 9 —_— 


4 
& 
r 
= 


| after QoD. 
| that the more wee know » 
[the more wee may, and 


— 


— 


the more wee ſecke, the 
more we may ſeeke ; they 


are i ap our Capacity, 
#| they 
*[fie , but tranſcend it, 


oe not onely ſatis- 


therefore hee defires ſtill 
further and further , to 
wade deeper into theſe 
things, to enquirein Gods 


ſftateof the verſe. There isa 
gencraldeſire propounded 
One thinghave I dered ofthe 


And then the deſire 
ſpecified , To dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord, Andtoſee 


| che beauty of the Lord, And 


fo enquire 18 his Temple, 


Theſe be the 3. ends. 


One 


Temple, Thus yee ſee the | 


Lord, & that wil I ſech after. 


— hs 
_— _— 


I8 


—_— 


| 
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C, 


of the Loyd, 


deſire , generally 
defired ee. 


- creaſe of it , in that hee 
faith, 7niff ſeeke after it 
ftil, hedefired it, and ke 
would ſceke more and 
| more after it, 
In the defire, *"conſider, 
Firſt the obje& , One 
| thing 


ſeeking it ſelfe, 
Firſt the obje&), 


One 4 have 1 deſired 1 


To ſpeake firſt of this|\. 
pro-| 
pounded, One thing have [ > 


And then of the in- 


And then the deſire ur! | 


| 


” 


Þhing for holy Darid to 


Fiire > was there but one 
Fching ncedfull> Alas this 


q life of neceſſities ; how 
1 then dorh hee ſay , One 
1 thing have 1 defired# yes; 
higmeaning is, compara- 


One thing 


Was there but one 


ake the object of his de- 


poor lifeof ours,itisa life. 
ofnecefſſitics ; how many 
things arencedfu!l forour 
bodies? how many things 


ccncic of our condition > 
how many things need 
we for our ſoules > It 1s a 


tively, I ſeeke for other | 


after Go. 


are needfull for the de. |. 


Anſw. 


. . L 
things in their order, and 


rarvcke, 


ak 


C—_ tn 


—— 


Diffe- 
rence of 
things in 
the world. 
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| but indeed one thing)! 


| one thing in the firſt] 


rancke, and avthey may! 
ſtand with the mayne ; 


principally , all rhe reſt!” 
will follow : Seeke yee fir! 
the Kingdome of God,ang all 7 
the reſt will be caft 6n you,\ | 
The beſt way to bave l!]; 
Other things, is to ſceke)ifi 


. 


p.ace, Therefore in hea-| 
venly wiſedome he faith, 
I defire wnwm wnicd, one 
thing alteran entire man- 
ner , that I defire more 
then all things elſe, 
Hence we may ſee that, 
There is a difference of de-|\; 
grees of things, God hath ec-|Þ 
ſtabliſhedinthe world de-||, 
pore of things, there are |” 
ome good, ſome illby || 


his ( 3 


_—_— 


after GoD. | 
hispermiflion, & of good, 
Fthere 'are ſome that are 


"Ygreater goods, and ſome 
ol lefſe, there are ſpirituall 
g goods , and outward 
: {coeds ; andof ſpirituall 


F good, there are ſome that 
JJ are meanes leading to 
J chatwhich is ſpiritually 
| good ,and ſome that are 
UN! ſpirituall good things in 
1 « wr owne eſſence, and 
«| nature; the leading pre- 
paring things , are the 
meanes of falvation, the 


4. 


| | and being.in the viſible 
J* | Church, the true ſpiritu- 
|& | all good, it hegoodthat 
17 | wee get by theſe things, 
1% | faith and love, and ſpiri- 


Word , and Sacraments, | 


| 


: no inward ſtrength, 


| 


. | — 
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Now that there is d 
| grees of things , the Pre 
 phet here inſinuares when 
he ſaith, One thing havel' 
deſired,zhat is, of all theſe J 
variety ofthings, hee de. 
| fired thebeſt thatincluds 3 
all init, God toexetrciſe 
che wiſedome that hee} 
hath givento man; hath 
{ planted adifference in the 
creatures, and hath giyen 
a faculty to inan, to make 
a right choiſe in thoſe 
| differences: andthen man 
makes a right choiſe, 
when hee chooſeth as |5 
God chooſeth ': Now |? 
God makeschoſe of ſpi- |x 
| rituall things to be the || 
beſt things, and chem he |" 
gives tO hisbeſt friends | | 


= 


i 
- 
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after Gov. 


he knowes theywill make 
us good, and ſupply all 
outward wants whatſoe- 
ver , and fanQifie all 


| tous; and they are cter- 
| 0all , ſurable to the ſpiri- 
cuall nature of ourſoules, 
God knowes this yer) 
well: therefore God hat! 
ſet ſpirituall rhings, as | 
the,one only thing : & fo 

the ſoule when it is made 
 fpirituall, and hath the 

Image of God upon it, it 
chooſeth as God choo-' 


ſeth, 


|8 | Onerbing have defired, = 


Ee ———_—_ 


bh# 


| 


But here it maybe a{- | Que##. 


: ked,why doth he ſay, One | 


thing # We | 


Anſw, 


| read; and he deſired there 


| God by grace , to have 


{enjoy the Ordinances of 


A BRBATHING | 
thing 3 he deſired not one-| 
ly tolive neare the Taber-| 


nacle, but to heare and} 
ſee, ro have, the Word, 


upon "Grace , and then 
| Rearer Communion with 


more communion here, 
and fuller communion in 
heaven, here is more then 
one thing. 

L anfiyere, it is all one, 
" a Chaine that hath ma-|} 

ny linkes,yet itis but one 
chaine , ſo all theſe are 
but one, 7 deſire one thing, 
| What is that > To live 1n 
the Church of God, to 


a 


| God, and they will draw 
lon faith , & feare, &c, the 


| Spirit | 


"3 
ENNI———— —  — 


———— 


__ after GoD. | us | 


_— OOO. Cn —<—————_——_> —_— 


KJ Spiricaccompanying the 
\J Ordinances, it will be a 

[YI ſpirirof faith, andrepen-| 
AF cance, and grace, acd by 

||F| choſe graces of faith, and 

[| che reſt that accompany 

/&F| che Ordinances, I ſhall 
have nearer communion | 
|& | with Gad here, and eter- 
nall, and everlaſting com- 
munion\with God in hea- 
ven, and all theſe are but 
one ; becauſe they are all | 
linkes of one chaine. | 
Therefore when he ſaith, | 
One thing have 7 deſired, he ; 
meanes that one thin 
+ |that will draw on all o- | | 
| : ther. ; The ſcope F 
| | 
| 


* | That isthe ſcope of a|j!2 2990 
| gracious heart , when it [theuſe of | 
| 


attcnds upon the-meanes | 724 0r- 
i dinagces, | 
I C of 


TY COS Ee eee et ee. ee. ed 
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of a good 
hewrt, in 
the uſc'of 
Gods Or- 
dinances. 
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that it may ſheare, and 


- 1DtO Neater communion | 
with God in Chriſt, that 


of ſalvation and lives in 
the Church ; not to heare 


there ancnd, and to read 
thar it may read , tO per- 
forme it as a taske, and 
all is done: but to have 


together with it , to have 
the Miviſtery of the Spi- 


the worke of the Spirit { 


rit in the Goſpel] ,.;and 


faith, and faith to in- 
cicaſe all other, graces, 
and ſo by, grace, to grow 


is the {cope of every good 
hcarer : therefore hee 
ſpeakes to purpoſe, when 
ne faith, One thing have 1 


'—_——— — — 


+. 
+ þ LM 
pu oe 


by = 

* 
 # 
* 


the ſpiric to {increaſe |"; 


| d:jired, 
But 


__—_—_—_— 


Im_—_ 7 —— 


m_ 


«©. 
_— — —— 


| 


ter CoD. 

Bur to ſpeake a little 
more of the obje&, why 
doth he ſay,One thing ? 

Firſt, it is from the na- 
ture of God, wee muſt 
have the whole bent, and 
ſway of our foules to 
him , he will bave nohal- 
ting. The Devill is con- 
rent with balfe, ifwe will 


| ſinne, becauſe then hee is 


ſurc of all, but God will 
have. the whole heart, 
Aty ſonne give me thy whole 
heart, and Thou ſLalt love 
| the Lord withall thy heart, 
| and mithall thy ſoule ;, the 
| bent], and ſway of the 
| foule muſt be that way: 
for it is the nature of cx- 
ceJlentthings , except 

defire them in the chiefe 


| C 2 


| 


| 
nt 2 $4 
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The Pro- | 
pher ſaith, |. 
Onething | 
havel dre-{ 
hired. 


2 
lareſpc& 
of God. 


z 
In reſpeRt 
of the 
{ oule, 
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Mn ne gr re ere — 


place, they take fate 
upon them, God takes 
ſtate upon him in this 
caſe, hee will not have us 
ſerve, him and ſammon, | 
he will not have the heart 
divided, 

Then again, it is from 
the nature of the ſoule, 
therefore hee faith, One 
thing. It is the nature of | 
the ſoule, when it 1s upon 
many things, it candoe 
nothing well : therefore 
that I may be religious 
to purpoſe, One thing bave 
I deſired. A ſtreame cut 
intomany channels runs 
weakely, and is unfit to 
carry any thing, Zabylon 
was ſotaken, Theycut 
the River into- many 


— 


chan- 


fn Gos, 


channels , and then hee 
that tooke it, eaſily paſ- 
ſed over them. When 
the ſoule is divided into 
many channels, to many 
things, that it lookes at- 
rer this thing, and that 
thing , and that with cx- 
Pence ' and intention of 
care, and indcavour. 
Alas, where is the defire 
of one thing neceſſary al] 
the while > For the ſoule 
cannor goe- with that 
ſtrengeh as it ſhould ex- 
cept it mind one thing : 
the ſoule of man is a fi- 
nite thing, therefore cx- 
ceptit gatherirs ſtreageh, 
as a ſtreame that riſer of 
many particular leſſer 
rivers which makes it run 
GC 3 ſtrong- 


— 


3 - ee  —— OT” Ib rear er iS Go —_  _——— 


——_——— 
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{ Of grace. 
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grongly: ſo the ſoule it| 


cannot deſire 'one thing 
as-it ſhould , except 1 
bring all other petty} 
ftreames tO it, and make 
that the mayne deſire to 


be ſaved in another world, | 


and to have communion 
and fellowſhip with God 
1n Chriſt Jeſus, by the 
Spirit of grace in this 
world, in the uſe of the 
meanes ; unlefle this be 
the maine care, the ſoule 
takes no good, when it 
is fo much ſer on other 
things. 

Then thirdly hee ſets 
downe this One thing, 
(To dwell in the houſe 
of God , to grow in grace 
there, asa Cedar, toBea | 


Tree | 
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Tree planted there) from 
the very nature of grace, 
which 15 ro unite things 
tothe mayne, the Spirir 
of grace ſets before the 
eye of the ſoule, heaven- 
ly ſpirituall chings in 
their greatneſſe, and ex- 
cellency : and the Spirit 
of grace, ſeeing there are 
many | uſcfull things in 
this world , it hath an 
uniting , knitting . ſub» 
ordinating power ,. to 
rarcke all” things fo, 


———— 


and helpe the mayne. 
Grace confines the ſoule 
to one thing : man after 
his fall fought out many in- 
ventions, ſaith the Wale 
man; he was not content 


as they may agree to, 


31 


—_—— 
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with his condition when 1 
| he ſtood, but hee ſought 


-OUt. many Inventions, 
When man falls to the 
creature , he knowes not 
where to ſtay; no crea»: 
turecan afford a ſtay, and 


reſt, for the {oule long, 


the ſoulg is never quiet 


till it come' to. God|F 


azaine, and that is the 
one thing the ſoule defi- 
rett, The ſoule bcing 
ſanified by the Spirit 


all things ro this_ one 


ny things. beſides this 
one thing, but not in that 
degree, but asthey might 
faand with the defire of) 


this one thing neceſlarze, | 


of God, it ſubordinates | | 


thing. Daviddeſircd ma- | 


Grace 


— 


—————7”" 


| 


after God. 
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Grace ſubordinates, and 
ranckes all things, foas 


One thing, from the-diſ- 


one, Ir is a promiſe in 


| man- becomes. a Chri- | 
| ſtian, he hath one heart, his 


che Covenant of grace, 


| faith God, I will ove 9”u 


one heart \ .AS {oonC as a 


heart before was divided, 
there was varicty of ob- 


jects it was ſet upon, God 
| had theleaſt piece , the 
fleſh had a piece, and this 
delight, and that deligat 
bad a. piege : but faith 
God , 1 milz*give yourone 
| ) ) 

C5 heart 


that the beſt things have 
| thepreheminence, There- | 
| fore hee might well ſay, 
1 
'| poſition, that grace hath 
-| to rancke all things .to 
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heart, that is, a heart un1- 
ting it ſelfe in deſire to 
the beſt things, and re- 
gulating all things, ſo as 
all ſhall bebut one, that 
a man ſhall uſe the world 
as though hee uſed it not, 10 
as it ſhall helpe to the 
maine, As ſayd little 
ftreames they helpe the 
mayne ſtreame runnin 

into it, fo grace hath a. 


verall things inthe world, | 
as they may helpe the 


ſubordinating power 0-|' 


deſired , and I defire other 


| things as they may helpe | 


the mayne .; Grace. will| 
| teach vs that Art, it hath 


Sowee ſee both in regard: 


mayne. One thing have 1 | 


| a ſpeciall Art that way. | | 


of 


»*— 


EAT 


- 
| 


after G OD. 
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| of God, and inregardof 
the ſoule being finite, 
and in reſpe off the wiſe 
diſpoſing of grace that 
aymes at the mayve, and 
| ranckesallthings as they 
may helpe the mayne, he 
| doth well fay, One thing 
| have 1.defired, 
This (hewes the vani- 


tie, and baſeneſle of every. 


—— 


Vſe 


To ſhew ' 
thevankty 
of wordly 


| worldly man, that makes !,,, 


the mayve worke and la- 
bour his by-worke', and 
the by-worke, his mayne 


| One thing neceſſarie , 18 ſet 


| after all. Indeed withour | 
orace thisis ſo: The firſt | 


worke of grace 1s to ſet 
the ſoule in order, to ſub- 


due baſe affections, to 
— fandi- 


worke : that that is the} 


| 


| 


_—_ 
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ſanRikie the jadgement : 
and when it hath ſet the 
ſonle in tune, and order, 
then it is fitred-to ſet a 
right price on things, to 


-\ranckeand order them as 


itſhould, So much ſhall 


| be ſufficient to unfold 


the obje& it ſelfe in ge- 
nerall, 


One thing, 


Havel dejired, 


here by the degrees. . 


| and 274; I wilt ſeeke after, 


Now I come to the af- 
fetion it ſelfe, ſet forth 


One thing have I deſired, \ 


I: 


I. 


| 


| 
; 
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| after CoD: 


I have deſired it, and 1 


f will defire it ſtill, defires 


are the iſucs of the heart: 
thoughts, and deſires are 
the two primitive ifſues 
' of |: the | heart : the 
birthes of the heart, 
Thoughts breed 'de- 
fires , thoughrs in the 
minde or bratne, the 
bratne ſtrikes the heart 
preſently. It goes from 
the underſtanding to 
the will, and affetions ; 
what we thinke of that 
| wes deſire ,, if it be 
good, {So thoux btsand 
defires - , {they 11mme- 
diatly ſpring fram the 
ſoule-. And where they 


ſtrength , they ſtirre up 


- motion 


JN OE 


are in any efficacy and 


| 


Ws > [1 


Thoughts 
andde® 
fires the 
firſt ifſues + 
of the 
heart, 


Motion 
ſtitred up 
by defies 
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foule, being the inward 
motion , they ſtirre up 
outward motion , till 


the thing deſired , and 
chen there is reſt. Deſire 
to the thing deſired , is 
like motw- ad quietem, as 
motionis to reſt : when 
motion coms once to reſt 
| it1s quiet: ſo defirewhich 
'1is the inward motion, 
1t ſtirres up outward mo- 
tion, till the thing deft. 
red be accpmpliſhed,and 
then the ſoale reſts in a 
[loving content, and en- 
| joying of the thing de- 
fired, 


-— ww 


motion in 'the outward 
|man: the deſires of the 


| there be an - attaining of 


Now this deſire itwas | 


| 


py =_y 
eprom rrwerptnet > Y<I-SZA HE 
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| 2 ſpitualldeſire One this 
| have 1 deſired of the ber 
| Holy deſires they iſſue 
hav! choyce : a holy | y1,ge- 
wiſe deſire. ( when it is | Geefariſe 

not. a meete notion) it rok 
| ariſerh from a choyce of | chit. 
| athing that is good: for 
deſire 1s- nothing but the 
imbracing , and cloſing 
with athing that is good. 
The underſtanding muſt 
chooſe the good firſt, 
before the ſoule imbrace 
it. The will is bur the 

carryage of the ſoule, the 
furthering , and promo- 
tion of the ſoule, to rhe 

good things diſcovered: 
ſoit ſuppoſeth a choyce | 
of good things, . 
And chovce ſuppo- | 
ſeth 


——_— 


pe Cy 
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SF ſeth. an eſteeme of the, y 
*- | things before we chooſe] - 
51%, |them. And that ſuppo. 
CLIC. . " . 

| rare judg: | ſeth a deliberate judging, 
ing. that workes an cſteemcc. 
| So that it. was no. haſtic 
ſudden thing, this deſire, 
| but it roma ſan- 

Rified judgement of Da-| 
vid, that bred a holy | 
eſtecme of theſe excel. 
lent things, the meanes 
of ſalvation , having the 
| Spirit of God accompa- 
nying of them , contai- 
ning ſuch excellent com: 
forts, as they doe, I ſay 
this deſire ſuppoſes a 
right judgement, ard 
4 + {[rthenceaneſteeme, thence 
E choyſc upon all, choo- 
|fing theſe things above 


all] 


wa. 


—_ — 


BP 
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* £ 
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+ 

p, Li 


' [and houſe, &c, Tuſh, 


| therefore One thing have 1 
deſired, It was a deſire out | 
of a high eſteeme and 

choyſe of that one thing | 


=” after 0D. | 


— 


all other contentments, 
and things in the world 
beſides, Foratthis time 
he wanted in his family, 
the comfort of his wife 


what doe I regard theſe 
things? if I could enjoy 
the ſweet, and ſtrong, 
and comfortable pre- 
ſence of God in his Or- 
dinances, other things I 
could beare well enough, 
the want of houſe, and 
wife, and: children, the 
pleaſures , and content- | 
ments of my Country : 


he ſpeakes of, 
| "7 The 


———_— — 
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42 | wy 
The point of Doctrine 
that I will obſerve in brief, 
(becauſeiT haſten to the 
maine thing) is this, that 
Loy el That the . 1% of Godyn| 
ſtirresup | the bearts of his children, ts| |P 
-weg effeAuall in ſtirring up holy|\ 
Gods'chi'- | deſires. | 
dren, | | 
\ & w | , There is nothing tha | 
Mt | charaRizcth , and ſets a 
— | ſtampe upon a Chriſtian 


ſo much as defires; All o- l 


ther things may bee coun- 
terfeit, words and ations 


may bee counterfeit, but 
the deſires and affe ions 
cannot, becauſe they arc 
the immediate iſſues and 


produtions of the ſoule, | } 


they ate that that comes 


1M- | 


| 


41 
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after G 0D. 
Fimmediately from the 
AF Soule , as fire cannot bee |. 
4counterfeit. A man may 
Taske his deſires what heis, 
according to the pulſe of 
{the deſires, ſois the tem- | 
per of the man : deſires are 
{better thenactions a great 
$deale: fora man may doe 
$a good ation, that hee 
®4doth not love, and he may 
Fabſtaine from an 1] ation 
that he hates not : buc God 
'Þs a Spirit, and lookes to 
the Spiriteſpecially. Ir is 
a good CharaRter of a; 
Chriſtian, that his defire 
4] forthemoſt partis togood; 
A the tenour and ſway, an 
#|bent of his deſire 1s to p 
\# | good. One thing: bave I de- 
® | /zred : the ſpirit of God is 
s | 


ef- 


a— Qu ww _—_——— 


PT 
—— 


anſw. 
Debres 
are true, 


| 1 
By the ob. 
jen, 
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effetuall in ftirring upita 
theſe deſires. - 's 
But how ſhall we know], 
that theſe deſires are the] fe 
chicf things to diſtinguiſh! : 
an Hypocrite from a tre) 
Chriſtian , and whethe| 
they betrue or no. 
Togoe no farther tha; 
the Text : deſires are worm, 
and ſpirituall ,-if they bee! 
about holy and ſpiritual'ſ1 
things, One thing bave I de- Nr 
fired faith David * what was| | 
that > to be rich and great|Þi 
inthe World, and to bee|F 


| revenged On my enemies ? 
No, no, that is-not the! 
matter, I have many 'enc=|! 
mies; Gop will rw: als} 


courſe that they ſhall fall; |\Þ 
that that L deſire, is ol 


have? 


IIS — 


Up ave neerer Communion 


With God, I defire to en- | 
Joy the Ordinancesof God: 


bel {6 his defire it was ſer on 
ſh] (piricuallobjets, and that 
wy arpucd it was a holy defire. 
Ky - And then againe his de- 

| fixe, it wasa fervent deſire, 
a4 2 he ſaith, one thing havel 

ſired ex thaiwil T ſeth after, 
At was not ablaze or flaſh, 
b- was ſoon ip, and ſoon 


wr, 1t was nora mecre Ve- 
Fitic, a kind of inefficaci- 


t|F&us deſire : fervency ſhew- 


Fed that his defire was 
tfound, hee would not bee 
Tquietcd without the thing 
accompliſhed, 

EF Andthen Conſtancy, 


Fwhen a man will not bee 


\Mraken off, there is not the | 


\ wickedeſt 


4 


2 
Fervency, 


i 3 


L 
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wickedeſt man in the? rl 
Word, but he bath good 'Þ 
flaſhes, good offers, and| | 
defires ſometimes , Lord 
have Mercy upon me, @c.he 
hath good ejaculations 
ſometimes : I but what is 
the bent and ſway of his| 
deſires > This was David' - 
| conſtant deſire : as it was|+” 
about ſpirituall, and was| 
a fervent, and cager defire,| 
that he would not bee qui-|: 
et;ſo it was conſtant : that| 
that is naturall is pre ant, (fs 
 andthat thats ſupernatu- |; 
rally natutall, that that is || 
naturall inſpirituall things|F! 
it is conſtant, nature 15 |: 
conſtant, For how doth | 


——_ wy w_ Q< 


nature differ from Art ?|| 
Artificiall things are for a} 


time | 


— 


| 


— 


the”? 


* 


S. 
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I time: teach a creature be- 
Lyond his nature, hee will 
[ſhew his naturals, ſo let an- 
Hypocrite a@ a part, if it 


ſooneturne tohis 
and ſhew that he is an Hy- 


| | pocrite againe, Conſtan- 


;Fthings, a tenour of good 
|# deſires ſhew that the Heart 


-A 
2 deſire here of Davnry, 


| love of God, and not out. 
| of baſeends. Holy deſires 
>| are kindled in the Soule 
--| fromthe love of God: for 
I; hat ſaith hee here > Ore 


cy and: perpety ity ingood 


is g00d, becaule it is co- 
ſtant. 
And then| againe his 


thing have 1 defired , what 


de not his nature, he 1 [ | 


47 


Was 


"1-2. 


_— 


of God : forybat comes 


doe ? To behold the beauty 
of God : to ſee God in his 
excellency and beauty, 
and worthinefle, All his 
deſire was from this , that 
his ſoule was cnamoured 
with the beauty of Gods 


houſe; The love of Gad 1 


ſtirred up. this bleſſed de- 
fire inthe Prophet, there- 
fore it was a holy and ſpi- 
rituall deſire, 


| Againe, as they ſpring] Þ 
from the loye' of God, ſo | 3 


they tend to the honovr 


from heayen , gocs to 
heaven backe againe : 
As waters that comes 
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was that? To dre{/ in the| 4 
houſe of the Lord, what to| 


from aſpring, they goe, 
as 


— 


C_ 


A—_— 


— Alm — 
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© REC bigh as the place they 
come from : ſo holy de-' 
fires being kindled from | 

| 


—_ 
— 


| heaven, froma Spirit of 
love , they goe toheaven 
againe ; the love of God' 
| ſtirres them up, and bee 
- | feekes Gods glory, and} .. 
'* | honour, and inward com- 
: | mynion with God in , 
= | this, For a manout ofa| - 
2 | naturall defire , may de-| 
$ | fire holy things ſome» 
times,tobe free from ſuch 
or fucha ſin, and to have | 
ſuch, and ſuch a grace, | 
notout of a deſire ro ho-. 
nour God : bur if he had 
grace, hee ſees be might 
eſcape troubles, be might 
be fire from cemporall 
judgements, and hee 
| | D might 


hs. 


th 
#2 
Y 
qa 
» ” 
- 


o._ 


*.E. 


——— ————— _ 


| deſires as much grace as 


| intentions in the world, 
he joynes the world, and| 
| God togetber : oh nol 


{elfe, and commend him- 
ſelfe tothis or that per-| 
ſon, whom hee deſires to| 
benefit by, therefore hee; 


may helpe forward his 


theſeare not the defires 


A BREATHING F# 
might ingraciate him-| * 


L 


that diſtinguiſh a Chrij- 


| {tian from another man : | 

butthoſe tFartſpring from |! 
the love of God, that pro+| 
| cecd inwardly from the|; 
cruth of the heart, and|:- 
that the things them-|?. 
ſelves pleaſe God, and|i- 
that there isa lovelineſſe|* 


\in them, and that they 


tend to the honour of|3 


—_—_—_ 


—_— 


Ls) 
S ff 
”/ 
To 


——— 


: | of good deſires. Thus we 
| ſee, though I ſhould'/goe 
* | no further then the Text, 

how we may diſtinguiſh | 


* , Therefore: let ys Cxa- | 


after GoD. ik 
God eſpecially, and our 
own good 1na ſecondary 
place, this isa character 


I” 


holyand heavenly defires, | 
from other deſires, Oxe| 


thing have I defired ,” and - 


that will I ſeeke,&c. 


mine what | our defires 
are, what our bent is ; de- | 
fires iſſane from the Will 
and affe tions , and they 
ſhew the frame of the 
ſoule , more then -any 
thing in the world. 'As 
the ſprings in low pla: | 
ces are diſcovered by 
the ſteames, and vapours | 


Timile, 


D 2 thar 


| 
| 


a. ee 


C2 


” "_C 
—_ —_ 


| there is a ſpring within, 


| they are not ſo.-good as 


place : men gather that 


becauſe of I of 
Vapours : 10 tne yapou- 
es. of theſe deſires, 
ſhew that there, is a 
ſpring of Grace" in the 
heart, they diſcover that 


And let thoſe that 
mournein $10n, that have 
ſomeevidence, ( though 


they would be:) let them 
looke to their hearts: 
what is thy deſire > whar 
is the bent of thy ſoule > 
when a man is once COn- 
verted andturned, where» 
'n is his turning > Eſye- 
clally, his minde and 


A BREATHING | 
that come out of the L 


there is a ſpriog below, | 


judge. | 


_ 


— 


=| zudgement,| and eſteeme 
-| of things as altered, there 
|is a'change of -minde, 
1 and withall the deſire, and 


—— 


"| after GoD. 


——_— 


bent of the ſonle is alte- 


Jred; that if a man aske 


{ him, and examine what 


j che bent is of all the 
courſe of his/life. oh thar 


God -might be glorificd, 
that his "Church and 


[cauſe might proſper, that 


t 


; [his ſoule $ not that hee 


raine thoſe 


( this ſhewes that a man; 


ſoule ſhews whataman is. 
LE BD - 


{ is @a rotten hypocrite) 


others. might be:conver--} 
- [ted, this 18 the bent of | 


mighe be peu in the] 


 |world, an 
that ſtand in his way, | 


the bent and ſway ofthe | 


[Lo 


——_—__ 
_ lh. —_—_ 
7 


|4ze#in, Tfdefires be not. 
|the' deſires of the ſlug gard , 


| 


[till be had gotten mate- 
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——_—— — 


| pSint, take one evidence 


Becauſe» I would not 
have any deceived in the | * 


and ſignemore with yo you 
and' Tat ſhall be in 
of all ; andit is out irrre 


Text too , One thing have| 
1 dejred , "and that witt'11 
ſreke after; 'not: by prayer| 
onely , "but in'the uſe of} - 
all meanes: as indeed hee! | 


| was never uier, till hee 


Ston ; nor then neither, 
rials forthe pn and 


a place for Gods honour to 


there will be indeayour : 


as wee ſee in the deſire of | 
| David here, One thing- 


was ſetled apgaine'' in| 
| 'Þ 


have | 


—_— 


\— 


after God. 


s | havel defired, and that will | 
® | z ſecke: he uſed all meanes 


to enjoy communion 
with God ſweetly, . 
The Slug gard lufts and 
hath nothing : ſo. there are 
many fpirituaſl flyg- 
gards that luſt, and have 


| nothing : becauſe they 


ſhew not their deſire in 
their indeavours : there 
will be indeavour, where 
the defire is true, For 
deſire ſprings from the | 
Will, the Will being 
the appetite of thewhole 
man,Yoluntarappetitm, 7c. 
The underſtanding car- 
ries not, but the Wull: 
when the Will, will have 
athing, it caryes allthe 


| parts ,. hereupon when 


D4_ the 


© hs Es A A Es a a 
b 


| defires to God, and 


. | rake no paznes with their 


4 TI et am ——— 


ABREATHING | 


the deſire is true, it irs | 'N 
up all the powers and" 
faculties to doe their du-| * 
tie , to ſeeke to attaine 
the accompliſhment,and\ * 
poſſeſſion of that that is : 
deſired, 
Thoſe therefore, that! 


pretend they have your : 
yet |: 


live ſcanda!louſly, and| © 
negligently, and will| 


{ou'es, alas it is the {lug 
gards deſire, if they take | . 
not paines ta remoove all | 

lets, andhindrances : for 
a man may know the de- 
fire of a thing is good, 


the hindrances out of the 


when hee labours to ſet 
| 


way if hee,can;. if the 


lets 


— 


4 
# 
os 
| 


= 
_ 


*| lets. and. hindrances be 
| not impoſlible, 'hee will 
| remove it if hee can. 
| Therefore thoſe that pre- 
| rend this,and that, (There | 
| #5 4 Lion in the nay) when 
| they might 'remoove it 


_— _—— 


if they would, there is no 


* | ere defire: for defjre is 


with the remooving of 


the thing deſired. 

But to reſolve-one que- 
ſtion, How ſhall Iknow 
whether my- defire be 


enough or no,to give me 
comfort» | 

I anſwer; | if thedefire 
of grace beabove the: de- 


\thata.man may ſay with 


ſr IE 


all poſſible hindrances of 


ſtrong enough, and -ripe 


D's David 


Anſw. 


How to 


: knowrood 
fire of any earthly thing, 'qchorexare' 


firong, 


# 


— —— _— 


_ 


OO EE” 
# # 


| ven, above all me 
| [ 
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defired. 1 deſireto be free| 
from ſinne, asa greater| 
blefling to my foule, then | + 
to be free from any Ccala- | 

mity;; oh, it' is a good 
figne, And ſurely a man | * 
can never haye comfort 
of his defire, till his de-| 
fires be" rayſed ro that 
| pitch, | Bor none ever | 
(hall come 10 heaven, 
that doe not defire the 
things that tend to hea- 


things - nor note - ſhall, 
ever eſcape hell, that doc 
not thinke it worſe, and | 
| mbre terrible then all 
earthly - miſeries.' + God 
drings no fovles to” hea- 
| ven, that cannot Uiſcerne | 


the 


—Y 
I—_ 


——Þ 


David ,\ One thing have > 


O"'———— 


10 
have ſuch. , and ſuch 


| diſgrace, and want, and 


: 


- 


*| rhe difference of things, 
| Therefore let us knoy, 
"1 that ourdeſires are tolir-! 
| tle purpaſe if wee; have] 
ſome deſire to be good, |: 


&c, but wee have a grea- 
ter defiretobe rich, and 
great in the world , t 


place : if the defire 'of} 
that be greater, then'tg| 
be gracious with! God, 
lf we hate poverty, and 


this and that morethen 
ſinneand hell, to wilich) 
fiane leads, it is a figne! 
that our jadgementsar 
rotten. and corrupt, and 
that ourdeliteis no par 


ſpirituall deſire : for i 


| is not anſwerable To the 


Pa 


tt. i. 


—_—— 


YA | thing | 
| | þ 
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thing deſired ; there is nol © 
roportion, David ſaith 


| here, One thing bave I deſi- 


red ; his defire carrycd| | 
him amaine to One thing 
necefary , above all other | | 
things whaeſoever. Thus | | 


what arc the diſtinguiſh. |} 
iog notes of. true defires| - 
from thoſe that are falſe, 
I need name no more, 
if we confider what bath | | 
beene ſpoken. 

Now for, our comfort, 


1if we find theſe holy de- 


fires : oh ! let us take 


{comfort in our ſelves: 


for God will fulfil the de- 


| fret of them that feare him; 


holy deſires, they are the 


birth of Gods Spirit, and | | 
| there: 


you fee out of the Text, | | © 


A... RO ——— ——_ 
— 
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” |there is not one of them | 
that ſhall be loſt': for [' 
God regards thoſe de. 
fires, My groanings erenot 
hid from thee, my groan. | 
| ings in trouvle ; and de- 
firesof grace, There is |. 
| | notthe leaſtthing ſtirred | 

' up io the ſoule by the 
Spirit of God, bur it: 
prevayles with -God in| 
ſomedegree ; anſwerable | 
to the degree of worth in| 
it : therefore if wee have 
| boly defires ftirred up by | 
God , God promotes | 
thoſe defizes, God will 
regard his. owne worke, | 
and to him that hath ſhall} 
r begivey, Lord be mercifull | 
20 thy ſerrans , that deſire | 
te feare thy Name, ſaith 


| Exzechias . | 


Atl. At 


CE” 


— [ 
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| Eztchias, It is a plea 
that wce may bring to 
God, Lerd, I deſire to 
pleaſe thee, as it is, /ſay 
26. 8, The defire of our 
foules ts to thy Name oh 
Lord , Wee faile ſome. 
times , that wee cannot 
performe aRions, with 
that zeale and carreſtnes, 
as wee ſhould : but the 
defire , and bent ofour 
ſonle is to thy Name. 
A Chriſtian may make 
'1t his plea to God, truly 
our deſires are towards] 
thy Name, and wee have | 
ſone ſutable indeayours; 
and our deſires are more 
that way , then to any 
thing in the world, It is 
a good plea, though we 
c 


% 


| 


_r Imam yYy 
hw. . 
= 


Or oy > 


COT 


1 ' 


| after God: 


*\ be much hindred , and| 
_ >| pulled backe by our cor- 


. ” SE. 


ruptions. -So much for 


| that, thee A& upon this 


obje& , One. thing have 1 | 
deſired.” * 


fire it > 
of the Lord. 


One thing have I abr red 
of the Lord, 


It was not a' blind de. 


ſire dire&Red to the right 


| object , to God tofulfill 


it, Holy defires are. ſuch 
| as'we are not aſhamed 
1of, but dare open” _ 
ro God |himlſelfe , 


prayer, 


gg 


Ofwhom doth hee de- | 


| fireoftherbing, but a de- | 


4 


il 


! O\ 
a9. 


Objea of 
Davids de- 


| fire, God. 


2 w 


—_— 


W— 


— 


—— 


| 


| prayer , ,and defires to 


The prayes for z and what 


| from him, he prayes, but 


|are many that pray, they | 
(ſayin their 165 hon ; -R/ | 
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God... A Chriſtian, what 
he deſires as a Chriſtian, 


he prayes for be defires; 
he aq bybgeriy elſe. 
Ifa man pray (as Saint 
Avuflin in his confeſſions) 
that God . would free 
him from temptations , 
and yer is unwilling to; 
have thoſe loving baites 


he doth not defire. There 


as 20t in, temptation; and} 
yet they runinto Temp. 


eyes ,andeares, and ſen-|: 
les with. vaine things : 
| you know what they arc 


tation , they feed their|. ( 


well 


of 


” 


' afterG ob. 


——_— — 


— 


well enough, their lives 
are nothing but a ſatisfy- 
ing of their luſts, and 
yer they pray, Lead w not 
in temptation. And there 
are many perſons that 
| deſire that , that they 
| dare not pray for, they 
| defire to be ſo bad, But 


fires, he prayes for : 1de- 
fire in earnefl to be in the 
houſe of the Lord, / defire 


requeſt tohim ; andwhar 
I pray tohim for, lear- 
neftly deſire indeed, 
Learne this in a word 
hence, thar, 


| When mee have holy de- 


hres 


| 


| 


it of the oY, I put up my | 


{ 


a Chriſtian what hee de- | 


—_ — 


A 


EC 
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66 
Obſeyv, 


To rurne 
defires in- 


tOpraycrs: 


Rd 


1 To keepe 
| acquain- 


tance with 
God, 


- 


fires flirredup by God, turne 
them to'prayers. | 


 Aprayer is more then 


our defires into prayers, 
that is the way to have 


| them ſpeed. 


One thing have 1 defired 
of the Lord, 


The reaſon why wee 
ſhould in all our deſires, 
| make our defires knowne 
to God, is, to keepe our 
acquaintance continual» 
ly with God. Wee have 
continuall uſe of deſires 
of grace, and defires of 
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a defire; it is a deſire put] | 
[upto God : let us turne 


6. llc. AM. 


mor-, 


—_ —_— 


"*[ Þ | mortification of cortup- 
tions., '- and of freedome 

7 | from this, and that evill | 

4 | that'is' upon us : as ma- | 
8 1 defires as we haye, let 


/{ them. be fo many prayers, | 
{ |rurne. 'our deffres' into 
»| © |prayers. to'God "and: fo 
| >: | maintaine' our  acquain- 
; |rancewith God. Andwe 
-- |ſhall-never come from 
God without -a' bleſſing 
and comfort': hee 'never 
ſends any out of hispre- 
ſence empty , that come 
with a. gracious heart, 
that know what they de- 
fire, And itbrings peace 
with-it, when wee make 
our defires knowne to 
God by our prayer, Tr 
brings peace. that paſſeth 


7 undere | 


| 


— 


_ RL 


I —_ —_— A... I 


i 


y 
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underflanding , Epheſ, 4. 
[| Put caſe God doth nor 
heare our requeſt, that 


' | he: doth not grant what 


we aske2 Thepeace of God 7 
which  paffeth wnder#tan.| Þ 


— 


God with thankefulnes 
for that wee have recci- 
eds ;the ſoule will finde 

:: Therefore I ſay, 
en w rurne all our de. 


| Fires into prayers, to] 


maintain perpetual COMmse 
 munion , and acquain- 
[tance with: God: oh! it 
iS a A ah 2nd .com- 


let fortable acquaintance« 
zAore 

[pooreor It isan argument, and 
| CICACE, 


ge of. a good confſci- 
ence, | 


—OEEm———_—_— ———_— —— 
- 


| din "(bal keepe your hearts - 
ard minds ::So that when 
we put up our requeſts to| '- 


q isnotina wicked courlſe : 
4 for then he dares notap- 


* God. Sore eyes cannot 
{ endure the light : and a 


endure Gods preſence. 


_—_—— 


l after CoD - | 
ence, 'for 4 man to-goe 
oft to God with his de- 
fires, it isa ſigne that he 


peale to the preſence of 


galled conſcience cannot 


Therefore it is good to 
come off into the pre- 
fence of God: it ſhewes 
that the heart doth not 
regard iniquity, #Ff 7 
regard iniquity in my 
heart , God will not heare 
my prayers. It is an argu- 
mert of a good confci. 
ence tO come oft into 
the preſence of God: 
but I will not enter in- 


— 


ro 


—_— A 


porruni tY., 


% 


Obſery 
Perſeye- 
rance, and 
importue 

nity re- , 
quiſite in 


| 
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to the common place 
prayer. 2 || 
ſee next his ear. | 
neſtneſſe 7 heve deſired it | 
of the Lord, and | | 


of 
| - Weeſ 


I will ſceke after it, | 
sf 

I will follow God till./ 
Here is kis importunity |” 
in prayer, his fervency,| 
his unceſſancy and per-| 
ſeverance, (as the Apo-| 
ſtle exhorts,) hee perſe. 
vered in prayer. 7 mill: 
ſeeke after it, In prayer,|! 
andin the uſe of all good |F 
meanes, I will doe what |! 
I can. So you ſec one|! 
qualification of prayer, it 
muſt be . with perſeve-| 
rance, and importunity. 


k <7 


CET - 
—% 


prayer, 


__ God 


— 


-'Y 
: 


| ſuirors: though wee can- 
Z|not endure tobe rrou- 


i 
- P ." T7 « » [4 , 
- . 0 \ TEE by - 
1 +, hm \ þ F bl ® 4 \ b v. 
, a - oh a nd ung JA s> © 7p» 
—_ Ae eta eons - | 


© | gard her. 


God loves importunate| 


bled with ſach perſons, 
yet God loves importu- 
nate ſuitors, 

As wee ſee in Luke 18. 
inthe Parable ofthe VWi- 
dow, God there vouch: | 
ſafes to compare him- 
ſelfero an unrighteous 
Judge, that —_—_ neither | 
for God, noy man 7 yet the 
importunity of the Wi- 
dow meoved him to re- 
So the poore | 
Church of God, ſhee is} 
likea Widow, with her 
hayre hanging about her, 
Thu is $ion, whom none re- 
gardeth : yer this Wi- 
dow, the pooze Church 


| is 


| 


| | him day andnightt will not - 


| cular member ofit, they, 
Þ 
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of God, and every parti. 


are importunate with the | 

udge of heaven, and|? 
earth,with God , and will |? 
not he more regard the |" 
importunity of bis chil || 
dren whom heleves , and|*. 
delights in that pCa/upon |" 


beregard their petitions, 
when an unrighteous 
| Judge ſhall care for the 
[mportunity of a poore | | 
Widow > Thus you ſee |: 
rheexcellent fruir of im- | 
portunity in onr bleſſed || 
Saviour himſelfe , and |! 
here in David, I will ſceke |) 
after it, I will have no 
nay. Thereforerwee are 
exhorted in the Scrip- 


tures, 


-— 


«as 
——UT——_— 


i | after God. 


tures, not to keep ſilence, |. 
togive God no reſt, you 
that are the Lords remem- 
brancers, keepe not ſilence, 
give him no reF 2 as 1acob 
with the Angell, wraſtle 
with him, leave him not 
* | till wee have a bleſſing, 
*| As thewomanof Canzaan,| 

*| let us follow him ſtill, 
and take no nay, Oh this 
isa bleſſed violence (be- 
loved) when wee can ſet 
upon God, and will have 
no nay, but renew ſuite 
upon ſuite, and defire on 
defire, and never leaye till 
our petitions be anſ{we- 
red, Can the hyocritepray| -» 
alway? Would you know Ole: 


— 


a comfortable note to 
diſtinguiſh an hypocrite 
| E from 


——_ 


{ 


| bur Gods children pray ff 
| alwayes;if the ground be|! 
| 200d , if they ſee the ex-/ | 


©” 
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from a true Chriſtian? 
take it hence, Vid the by |! 


pocrize pray alway ? Some» || 
times he will pray , but|\: 


1if God an{were him not || 


preſently he gives, over; 


cellency of the ching.and | | 
the neceſlity , and with-|" 


the excellency, and the 


neceſſity and uſcfulnefſe| 


of the thing, and the at- 
rairableneſſe of it , and 


uſe of meanes, they need 
NO more , they will rgver 


that it isattainable inthe |! 


3 
6 


4 


all joyne ax the amiable-| 
reſſe of it, that it may be| | 
g0tten, When they ſee|? 


— 
en... Ati em 


oive over, ' That i706 
rein" 


—_— 


| reaſon of that in the peti- 


tions , Thy Kingdome come, 
thywill be done in earth as it 


doe the will of God on 
earth as it is done in hea- 
yen > and-doth Gods glo- 
 rious 'Kingdome: of hea- 
ven come while wee are 
here in earth? No, it 
doth not, but the foule 
chat is guided with the 
ſpirit of prayer,it reſts not 


prayes till ic bein heaven, 
Thy Kingdome come, | have 


glory, Thy will be done, 1 
deſire to dee it as thy 
| Saints in heaven; though 
I cannot doe it : bar ] 
deſiie,and I will not give 


E 2 


#1in heayen, But can wee | 


in this or that degree,but 


grace now , bur I delire| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


God! 


j 


T5 


c—_— 


' | vation: for thoſe things 
that we have ground for 


all my prayers be anſwe- 
red in heaven, andthen1 
ſhall doe the will of God 
as it is done in heaven 
indeed. Thus we ought 
eagerly, and conſtantly 
to perſevere in our de- 
fires, till they be fully 
ſatisfied, orelfe wee are 
but hypocrites, 

Let us make con. 
ſcience I beſeech you of 
this duty more then wee 
bave dore, and never 
give God over for grace, 
for ſtrength againſt our: 
corruptions , for his 
Church: for the proſpe- 
rity of the meanes of ſal. 


let! 


4 BREATHING | 
] Godreft, but pray, till! 


% 


- T6 GoD. 


let us never give him over 
till we ſee hee hath an- 
ſwered our defires. And 
when he bath anſwered 
our deſires, tet us goe 
on ſtill to defire mores: 
for this life is a life of de- 
fires, the life of accom- 
pliſhment is heaven, 
then all our defires ſhall 
be accompliſhed , and 
all promiſes performed, 
and not before then. This 
isa life of deſires, and 
"we muſt be in a ſtate of 
defires, and prayers ſtill 
tall webe in heaven. 
What is the reaſon 
that God doth not pre» 
| ſently accompliſh our 
defires > 
| There be diverſe rea- 
Bn ſons. 


—_—_A____. 


[2.2 
1 Anſw, 
God doth 
noranſwet 


our defires 
preſemly, 


4 . 


I 
God loves 
to heare 
our pra- 
yers. 


| 


| pleaſerh Gods eares to 


IIS 


| 


. 


| 
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fons, Firſt of all he loves. 
to heare the deſires of his 
ſervants, hee loves to be- 
ſued unto : becauſe hee 
knowes it is for our good. 
It is Muficke that beſt 


heare a ſoule come to; 
him ro requeſt, eſpecial- 
ly ſpirituall things of 
lim which hee delights 
moſt ro give, which hee 
knowes is moſt uſefull, 
and beſt for us :this plea- 
ſeth him ſo marveliouſ]y, 
that he will not preſent!y 
grant It, but Jeads us 
along, and along, that 
{t:]l he may heare more, 
and more from us. 

And then to keepe us 


in a. perpetuall humble 


| 


WE! after God. b| 


ſubjeRion ; and depen ; 


© | darice on him, hee grants | 


not all at once}, but leads 
usalong . byyeelding a 
little, and a little; t ar 
ſo hee may keepe us'in a 
humble dependance. 
And then tocxerc iſe 
all our graces : for a {pi- 
ritofprayer is a ſpirit of 
exerciſe ofall grace, wee 
cannot pray, but we muſt 


and a ſantified judges 
ment toeſteeme what are 
the beſt things to be 
prayed for : and to exer- 
ciſe mortification,If 1 re- 
gardſinne, God will not re. 
gard myprayers, A ſpirit 
of prayer is a ſpirit that 


P74 


w — ”" "_ 


3 
To cxcr- 


ctic our 
g Accs, 


| 


exerciſe faith, and love to 
God and his To. of 


Sis bus 


| 
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puts. all into cxerciſe; 
therefore God, to. keepe 
us in the cxerciſe of all | © 
grace anſweres not at the| '? 
{ firſt, 3 
And then hee wounld| 7 
have us to. ſet a high 
price upon what wee de- 
fire, and ſeeke after, if | © 
| we had it at the firſt, we | * 
ſhould nor ſet ſo high an 
eſteeme and price of it. 
And then that, wee 
| might better uſe it when | + 
we hare it : then wee uſe 
[things as wee ſhould doe 
when wee- have gotten 
them with much adoe; 
when we haye won them 
from God with great im- 
 porrunity, then we keepe | 
and preſcrve them as wee 
ſhould. 


2 | them yourſelves, There- 


| | after QoD. 
| | ſhould. Theſe, & thedlike | 


® | reaſons may be given, & 
7 | you may cafily conceive. 


* | fore let us not be offen.. 
2 | ded with Gods gracious: 


not our defires preſently, 
but pray ſtill : and if wee 
have the ſpirit of prayer| 
continued to us, that ſpi- 
rit of prayer is better then 
the thing wee beg a great 
deale. . Oft-times God 
anſwers us In a better 
kind, when hegives us a 
ſpirit of prayer ; for in- 
creaſing a ſpirit of pray. 
erinus, he increaſeth all 
Praces in us ; what 18 it 
we would have > This or 
that particular grace, but 


E's when: 


| | | diſpenſation if he alert: 


A ſpirit of | | 
prayer 
better | 
then pars», 
ticular | 
I gs, 


. $40/ 
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|I will not be large in 


| twice, bur hee ſeekes it 


— — CO — — 


when God gives us a ſpi- 
rit of prayer, he anſweres 
us better then inthe thing 
we aske, for there is all 
grace. He will anſwer in 
one kind or other, But 


theſe points : you ſee 
then what was the affe- 
Aion of the holy Pro- 
pher, tothar one thing. 
One thing have 1 deſired, 
And he did not onely de- 
fire jt, but rarned his de- | 
fire into a prayer , hee 
prayed tro God, and hee 
not onely prayed once Or 


ſtill, till God vouchſa- 
fedtogrant ir, | 
Well, but that that he | 


prayed for, hee was aff: 
red. 


—_ 


———— 


* 
- 


mo_ 


" 
| 


after \ CGoD. 

red of, and therefore 
what need hee pray for 
it> hee hada 'promile, 

Pſalme 23.5, 6. Hee ſha 
prepare a Table before' mine 
enemies, my Cup doth over- 


this > theſe be thingogof- 
this life > Oh! bur faith 
he, God will be good to 
me inthe things of ano- 
ther l:ſe, and all rhe dayes 


Lord [hal follow me all the 
dayes of my life , and I ſhall 
dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord © hee takes in truſt 
his dwelling in the houſe 
of God, and that the lo- 
ving kindneſſe of God 


ſhou'd follos him all 


—_ A} 


flow, But what is that-to | 


of my life too; Doubtleſſe | 
the loving kindnefe of the | 


218 23.5, 


the | 


———————_— 


i. 
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the dayes of his life, hee 
was aſſured of it, and yet 
here hee ſeekes. it , and 

| prayes for it. | 
d | 4nſo, I note it, to-ſhew that 
| | Afvrance | the aſſurance of the thing 
"1 aber dp takes not away the ear-| > 
| pray for, 
'Þ} no hinde- | neſtneſſe of prayer, Da- 
| 4 rancet® | niet was aſſured Dan. 9, 
| Das g. | That G>dwould deliver | > 
| the Jewes out of Babylos :| | 
he had read leremies Pro- 
pheſies, be knew the time 


was accompliſhed ; yet; 

we ſce what an carncſt | 

, | prayer hee makes there. | | 
| Chriſt knew that God. 

| heard him in all bis de-| 

| fices , thathe ſhovld have 

i | all gond from God, being 

| his onely Songe, yer be. 

y , JE 
prayed whole nights | 
HAhy ſome - 


- oOypeng—_—  —_ _ Ah. ©, —_— —_— "—_ 


- — oo eemmS_— - 


TOO —_—_ 


| ih Toles Gop: | 85 | 


d | ſometimes , and awbole | 
t| 3 | Chapter /#.17.isanx-| 1.17. 
cellent prayer of his: fo 
that the aſſurance of the- 
| | thing , rakes not away 


'|® | prayer to God : nay it 
| % ſtabliſherth it , for God 
| ſo makes good his pro- 
| miſes ſor the time to 
come, as that hee makes 
them good this way, hee| 
will be a— to Ko. 
rayer, And __ 
hence tharkee w will make 
ood his promiſes for 
the time to come to we, 
if | havea ſpirit of prayer | 
for them : if I pray for 
[perſeverance to the end, 
| that God would vouch- 
| (afe me grace to hve in| 
the Church, and £0 grow || 


WW. 20 WO 


_— 


Exech.36, 
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| becauſe hee hath given 


| know the promiſe runnes 


upas a Cedar, God ſure- 
ly meanes to grant this, 


me holy, and gracious | 
defires, which he would 
not haye given me, but 
that hee mcanes to give 
the thing, For this 1s ah 
encouragement to pray, 
when I know -I ſhall 
nor looſe my labour, I 
pray , becauſe I have a 
promiſe to have it , and] 


vpon this ; But I will be 


Judah for this, Ez*&, 36. 
For if wee have it, and 
have not ſought it by 
| prayer, for the moſt part 
| we Cannot have a comfor- 


table uſe of it, unleſſewe 
| have 


— 
— 


ſought unto of the houſe of | 


LD — 


i after CoD: 


# | bave things as the frue 


I 
ki, | 


lar thing we have of Ggd; 
yet unleſſe it be the fruic 
of the generall prayer, 
that wee put up daily, we 
cannot have comfort in 
it : if God give it by a 


generall providence as he 
fills the bellies of the wicked 
nith cood things, But if 


| we will have things for 


our good in particular, 
we muſt receive them as 
the fruite of our prayers 
from God , you fſce 
here he ſeckes, and de- 
fires that that hee had 
a promiſe to. have , oxe 
hg have I deſired of the 


Lord , 


of our prayers : though 
there be not a particular 
© | prayer for every partieu- 


_— 
ORm—y 
= 


88 


| Specifca- 
tion of 
Davids de- 
| fire, 


To dwell 
in the 
Houſe of 
God, 


| 
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Lord, and thatnill 1 ſeeke, 


That I may dnell in the 
Houſe of the Lord. 


It was mg pro- 

pounded before, One 
His have I defred , and 
that will I ſeeke after , with 
all my might, and what 
is that? the ſpecification 
of it is this, 


That 1 may dnell in the 
Houſe of the Lord for ever, 


His defire is, not only 
to be in Gods houſe, but 
todwell init, to abide ; 
and not for a little while, 
but todwell, and to dwell 
all the dayes of my fe. 


"es after G 0D. 


| The Houſe of God 
= {then wasthe Tabernacle, | 
| > |the SanQuary, the Tem- 

| ple was nor yet built : he 
/ 


” |defired to be neare the 
Tabernacle, to. dwell in| 
-- [the Saucuary, tbe place 
| 1 [of Gods worſhip. Inthe 
| | Tabernacle , which in 
#: [thoſe times was the 
| | Houſe of God, there was 
| [the Arke, and the mercy- 
ſeate, types of many glo-; 
rious things in the new 
| 
| 


 |Teſtament, the Holy of ho- 
| ' lies, fe. And hee deſired 
* ito dwellin the Taberna- 
| |cle, robenearethe Arke, 
the Houſe of God, why > 
becauſe God manifeſted 
his preſence there , more 


then in other places, The 
Arke 


—— 


| | 


k3 
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Arke hath Gods name in 
diverſe places of Scrip- 
ture ; becauſe God gave 
his anſwers in the Arke, 
in the Propltiatory , or 
Mercic-ſeate , they came 
there ro know his mea- 


have , be gave his anſwers 
there, He is ſaid to dwell 
berweene the Cherubins : 
there were two Cherubins 
upon the Mercy-ſcate, 


between2 the Cherubins : 
that is, there he was pre- 
| ſent togive anſwers to the 
high Prieſt , when hee 
came tO aske, ' David 


knew this well enough, 
that God had vouchſa- 


fed a more ſpeciall pre- 


and God is ſaid to dwell 


ning , what hee would| 


— — 


I 


— 


ſence 


_ As 
Sc 


after O 0D. 


A ſence in the Tabernacle, 


4 1 then in all the places of 


1 the world, and therefore 


, ſaith he, 1 deſire to dwell in 
1 the houſe of the Lord all the 


- dayes of my life, 


Houſe, we take for the 
perſons that are init, and 


\_| perſons that are ordered, 
{orelſe it is a confuſion, 
> |and not a. houſe, it is a 
[company of thoſe that 


are voluntary, they come, 


[Not by chance into our 


houſe , thoſe that are 


members of our Society : 
but there is an order, 

there is a governovr in a 
houſe, and ſome that are 
under government , and 
junCion, and combina- 
£10n, 


there isa voluntary con- | 


| 


ll... Arn A___. 


Houſe of 
God, 


\ A BREATHING | 


people that is orderly, 
ſome torteach , and ſome 
to be inſtructed , and 


houſe, 


be is ens there, as a 
man delights to be pre- 
| ſeat in his houſe, Ir is 


manwill be found in his 
houſe, and there hee will 
| have ſuitors come tom, 
where hee reveales bis ſe- 
crets, A man reſts , hee 
lyes, and lodgeth in his. 
houſe s where is a man ſo 


tion, So the Ch urch 1s| 


| a voluntary company of || 


| thereupon it is called a| F 


And it 'is called the| ; 
Houſe of God, becauſe] Þ 


the place where Godwill| 
be met withall, As af 


| 


c— —o wwe wc wwe 7+ 


| __ as in bis houſe > 


And{ *' 


— -. 


=” wa (do Rmvwiaeekti} 


TI T2 


——. 


kW 
_— 


{| hach he ſuch care to pro- 
re& , and provide for as | 
his houſe? And he layes | 
{| up his treaſures, and his 
F| jewels in his houſe : ſo| 
>| God layes upallthe trea- 
$| ſures of grace and com- 
© | fort intbeviſibleChurch. 
|| In the Church hee is to 
* | be ſpoken with as a man| 
| is in his houſe, there hee | 
gives us (ſweet meetings; 


And what other place | 


| 


there are mutuall ſpiri- 
tuall kiſſes. Let him kiffe 
me with the kiffes of hw 
mouth ,Cant.1. | A mans 
houſe is his Caſtleas we 
ſay , that hee will prote& 
and provide fors God 
will be ſure to proteR, 


and provide for his 


| after GoD. | 


C48. 1, 


Il Church, 


— 
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Church, . Therefore hee! 
calls rhe Church of God,” 
that is, the Tabernacle 
(that was the Church at: 
that time) the houſe of}; 
God. If wee apply itto Þ 
our times, that that an» |. 
ſwers the Tabernacle} 
| now, is particular viſible 
Churches under particu. | 
lar Paſtors , where the 
meanes of ſalvation are 
ſet up, particular viſible Þ 
Churches now are Gods | 
Tabernacle. The Church 
of the Jewes was a Ne- 
tionall Church : there 
mas bur one Church, but 
| one place, and one Tader- || 
 hacle:: but now God hath |} 
creed particular Ta- 
| bernacles , every paiti- 
cular|? 


——_— 


_— 


| cauſe it is under @ go- 


| 


\ Church. God though he 


Dn —_——_—_—_— 


after CoD. ; 
cular Church 8 Congre” 


gation under one Paſtors 
their meeting is the 
Church of God , a ſeve- 
rall Church indepen- 
dant, Our Nationall 
Church-, that is, the 
Church of England : be- 


vernment Civill, which 


it is a particular Church 

from other nations. 
In that God calls the 

Church his | Houſe, ir 


| ſpe chat kee hath ro his 
be preſent every where, 


yer he 15 preſent 1n ano- 
ther manner in his 


is not dependant upon | 
any other forraine Prince, | 


ſhewes the ſpeciall re-| 


Gods re® 
Church. 


CO 


Church, 


|- 


ſpeR rtohis 


— 
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Church. As for inſtance, 
allche parts of the body: 


| 


it diſcourſeth, and rea- 


ſo ( for our apprehenſion 
ſake)God is every where: 
but as hee ſan&ifies., and 
poures out his bleſſings, 


Church eſpecially, God 


| is every where, but hee is 
| in| } 


the ſoule 'is. preſent 'in|! 


but the ſoule as .arre as | 
it underſtands, is onely in|: 
\ | the braine, as farre as it 
is the fountaine of life, ||: 
it is in the heart: it hath} 
offices, and funRions in|} 
all rhe parts : bur in the|} 
ſpeciall fun&ion, the ra-|þ 
tionall funQion ofit, as|F- 


and opens, and manifeſts | 7 
his ſecrets, ſohe isin his | | 


FL 
» 


ſoneth, it is in the braine: | | | 


bs wa 


| then in other places, hee 


— 


—_— ———_ 


in another way In heaver 


is there gloriouſly : ſo in 
earth hee is every where, 
bur he is in another man- 
ner inthe Church, (the 
heaven upon earth ) then 
in other places, hee is 


there as in his houſe to 


”'| for them, as his family, 
+ |and there hee abides by 


© | ſolace, anddelight, God 
{|| delights himſelfe in his 
| | Church , and Children, 
| that attend upon his Or- 
| |dinances; where 70 0r 
© | three are met together, ] 


Wl | 28 bee in thi middeſt of 


protect them, & provide 


' his Ordinances,and takes 


them, When Gods peo- 


| ple meet together in the 
| F Church, 


—_ ——— MM 


—_— 


——_— 


To carrie 


our {ſclves 


Houſe, 
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decenely, | 
in Gods, 


Church, God is preſent 
among them. Sd you ſee 
inwhatreſpe&t, the Ta» 
bernacle then , and par-! 
ticulax Churches now: 
(whichanſwer it) are cal- 
led theHouſe of God, 

' Ler us Jearne this for 
our duty as well as confi. 
derour comfort , in that! 
the Church is the Houſe 
of God, let us carry our 
ſelves as wee ſhould, de-| Þ 


[cently in the houſe of! 


| God, Thoſe that are to! 
looke to the houſe of 
God , they ſhould purge 
out all uncleate corners, 
that God may delight to 
dwell in his Houſe ill, 

that we give him no cau ſe 
to depart out of his 


after GoD. 
Houſe, That { may 


"_ 


Drell in the houſe of the 
Lord, c. 


The a here is, that L 
may dwell in the houſe of the. 
Lord. Hee did not defare | gc 
to be in it fora day Ora | 
lictle time, to ſalute it, 
and (© to leave it : butto 
dwell in the Houſe of the 
| Loxd, and todwell there 
for ever. You ſee here 
that Chriſtians have a 
conſtant love to the beſt 
things, a conſtant deſire 
ro dwell in the houſe of 
| God. You may thinke 
| ita ſtrange deſire of this 
holy man to dwell in the 
Houſe of God : but 

F 2. thinke 


| 


_- ia oftr LS 4 
_ "oo" p 
— 
_— 


A 


| IO0O0 


| David de- 
fired ro 
dwell, 

I 
In Gods 
love to 
him, 


2 
tn his Jove 
to God. 


| 
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thipke then of the conti- 


nuedneſſe of his deſire, it 
was even to heaven it 


inthe Houſe of God for 
ever. 


For what end > 


Houſe of God, that I 
may dwell inthe love of 


| God, and inthe care of 


God to me in Chriit for 
ever, Idoe nor deſire to 
| dwell in the Houſe of 
God, as it is a mceting, 
and there an end: bur I 
def to dwell in the 

ouſe of God , that I 
may dwell inthe love and 


|caze of God, and not 
| onel 


ſelfe, he deſired to dwell | 


I deſire to dwell in the 


OC. 
—_—__—_—_ Reed 


*. 4. LE .- 


'F 


—_ 
* " T8 yy ' 


- 


'| may abideinhis lixe, and 


| to live, and walke, and 


| onely in the Houſe of 


And the upſhor of all his 


—_ 
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onely dwell in his care 
and love to me, and his 
care and eſteeme of me, 
bur that I may dwell in 
my love to him, that I 


_——_—— __Qww 
wy 


faith in him, that I may 
adide in Chriſt, Tt is not 
onely for a man toabide 
inthe Houle of God, and 
g0e no further then fo, 
but to abide in the love 
of God, and in our loye, 
and care, and faith, and 
dcpendance upon him, 
co make God our houſe 


abide in, to dwell in God, 
as Saint /ohn ſaith , not 


God, bur Gcd himſfelfe, 


F 3- deſire 


. 


Io 


IO2 


| 
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deſire, was to abide in 
heaven for ever, The de. | 
fires of Gods people ne- 
verreſt, till they cometo! 
their proper center , and 
there they are quiet: 


| there is a reft of all de- | 


fircs in heayen ; as hire, it 
never reſts ti[l it, come to 
its Element above, and 


they come to the center 
below : ſo holy deſires 
chat are the — ol 
the ſoule, they reſt not 
rilithey come tothe cen- 
ter, the place of reſt, So 
we muſt conceive of Da- 
tids denre todwell in the 
Houſe of the Lord , to 
dwell in the care, and 


a 


love, and protetion of 


heavy bodies reſt not till |: 


God, 


i — 
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God forever, todwell in 
love, and faith , and de- 
pendance , and in the 
; {whole ſtreame of my 
ſoule for ever while I | 
live; and then abide- in 
heaven, where there are 
pleaſures for ever-moye , | 
\ |as hee ſaith in another | 
place, | 

Therefore when wee | x, .,...q 
have ally thoughts and | ourdefires | 
defires, while we are here | 19 %caven. 
| vclow, of grace and come 
fort, &c. Let us extend, 
and ftretch our defires to $ 
the lalt, to heaven it ſelfe, 
where all deſires ſhall be 
accompliſhed, where al] 
promiſes ſhall have their 
| full performance, Ir is 
ja poore thing onely to 

| F 4 defire 


- 
my k 
Dt. 


ee es 


_— —— __ 


| 
Pecauſc 
\ the {oule 
| isnot la- 
ufed 
here, 


—— —{Qq > coa— 


have their full accom- 


—— I —TO—— 
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tdefire to live 1n the | 


Church Militant, and 
there js an end: No here 
is the comfort of Gods 
pcople , that in their 
prayers and defires, and! 
their indeavours ſutable| | 


© their prayers, andde- 
fires, they all lead them 
to heaven, and therethey| | 


pliſhment , they bave a} 
conſtant defire to diye!! 
in the Houſe of God. 

The reaſon is, becauſe 
the ſoule 1n this world þ 
is never fully ſatisfied! 
with the go0d things of | |} 
Gods Houle, til! 2 bein! 
lcaven. This life 1s a life | 
of dehres and longing : 


tne Church is but con- | | 
tracted 


= S——— 


S | "_ — OC___ —_ _—_— 
a — — _——— 
- : 


'& | after GoD. _ IO .| 
tracted to Chri# in this 
' |xwyorld , the marriage 
(hall be conſummate 1n 
arother world , therefore | 
the Church defires til! 
further and further com- 
 munion with Chriſt in his 
| | Ordinances here, and for 
| ' eyer in heaven, 
| k | And then there are l 
| | | temainders of corrup- | Corrupti- 
| | | tions ſtill, that dead | 
| and' dull our perfor- 
| mances, and put-us on 
| [to actions "that © grieve | 
| our ſpirits, and the Spi- | 
rirof God : to this end, 
| 'that wee may have a per- | 
/petuall ſupp'y of: the | 
| | Spirit, we delire to dwell | 
j in the Houſe © is ep. « [8 
| 


— IC} 


| 0ecaule there iS corrup- 
F 5 rim 


iS — 
* Ww CE — —_ 


R. 
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3 
There is 
more to 
be attat- 


ncd till. 
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tion in us ſtill, till grace 
bath wrought it out ful. 
ly, There is more and 
more to be had ſtill inthe 
Houſe of God, we never 
come to be full , the 
foule it is wondrous 
eapable, being a ſpiri- 
tuall eſſence, it 1s Ca» 
 pable of more grace 
and comfort then we can | 
have 1nrthis world : there. 
fore wee pray, Thy will be 
d3n2 on earth as it i inheas, 
ven,. A Chriſtian deſires | 
to dwell in the Houſe of! 
the Lord here, till hce 
come todiyell in heaven, 
till be be tranſlated from | 


Temple in heaven, In: 


the Temple here, tothe | 


. . | Exbeſ. 4. God hath or-| 


dained. 


— 


Gm 
p . 
o—V— 
” 


—_— 


r07 | 


| dained a miniſtery to 
' the edification of the 
| Church , not onely to 
conſtitute the Church, 
as ſome thinke and ſay, 
that preaching muſt con. 
Y ' ſtitate a Chutch , and af- | 
| | ter praying muſt edific 
it: oh! let both goe to- 
gether , God gare gifts 10 
men ,to preach, to edifec 
the Church more and 
more ; ſolong as therc is 
ule of building more and 
more z {0 long there is 
need of the Miniftery , 
therefore hee deſired to 
dwell in the Houſe of 
| the Lord. 

Bur the eſpeciall rea-| 
ſon why he deſired it, was | F Gods 
| becauſe hee knew God | -o<- 
was | = 
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3 
There is 
more ro 
be attal- 


ncd til]. 


tion in us &ill, till grace 
bath wrought it out ful. 
ly, There is more and; 
more to be had {till in the 
Houſe of God, we never 
come to be full ;, the 
foule it is wondrous 


{eapable, being a ſpiri- 


tuall cſſence, it 1s Ca- 
.pable of more grace 
and comfort then we can 
have 1n this world : there. 
fore wee pray, T hy will be 


ven... A Chriſtian deſires | 
to dwell in the Houſe of 
the Lord here, till hee 
come todyyell i in heaven, | 
till he be tranſlated from 


Temple in heaven. In: 


dained. 
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dn? on earth at it i inheas | 


the Temple here, to the 
| Epveſ. 4. God hath or- 


— 


F 


— 
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| dained a miniſtery to 
' the edification of the 
| Church , nut onely to 
conſtitute the Church, 
as ſome thinke and ſay, 
that preaching muſt con. 
' ſtitate a Church , and af- 
ter praying mult edific 
it: oh! let both goe to- 

' gether , God gave gifts 10 
men , to preach , to edific 
the Church more and 
more ; . ſolong as therc is 
| ulc of building more and 
more z {0 long there is 
need of the Miniftery , 


diell in the Houſe of 
the Lord. 

Bur the eſpeciall rea- 
ſon why hedeſfired it, was 
| becauſe hee knew God 
| was 


therefore hee deſired to| 


4 
F ir Gods 


preſc ncc, 


$ 
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The preſence of God in 


ODT _—  —— - 


Was alway preſent in his 


— — — — » —— 


owr.e Houſe, and there is| | 


no good thing Ccan- be 
wanting where God is 


preſent. , It is the prc-| 


ſence of God that makes 
all things ſwect and com- 


fortable ; what makes 


heayen tobe heaven, but 
becauſe-God is there > If 
the ſoule of a Chriſtian 
wereamong Angels, an- 
gelicall comfores w ould! 
not be defircd;, if God 
were not there : if there 
were all the delights in 
the world, it-would not ! 
care - for them , except | 
God were preſent , hea- | 
ven werenot heayen with-' | 
out the preſer.ce of God. 


&'\ 


— — 
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| a Dungeon , in a Lions 
Den, makes it a Paradiſe, 
a place of pleaſure; rhe 
preſence of God -makes 
all conditions comforta- 
ble, 1t there be notthe 
preſence of God,the grea- 
teſt comfort in the world 
\is nothing : what makes 


the Church eſteemed of | 
| dy holy men > God is |: 


after CoD. [5 


preſent there; and where- 


| Saints, eſpecially in his 
Ordinances, wee ſhould 
efteeme them by tkis, 
that God is- preſent. 
What makes hell to be 
hell >there is no preſence 
of God there, no teſti- 


{Dever God is prefent, in| 
the communion of| 


mony of his clears: in 


_—_— 


— ————— —_ 


Cuomo —o—e——_—_ a0 
Ce 


hell,”___— 
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hell , nothing but utter 
 darkneſſe, What makes 
the life of man comfar- 
| table> there is ſome pre- 
. | ſence of God in every 
| thing, there is a preſence 
-of God in meat, indrink, 
in friends , that a man 
| may ſay, oh here is a 
good God, here is ſome 
preſence of God, There 
1s not the vileſt reprobate 
intheworld , but he hath 
ſome teſtimony of Gods 
preſence, he taſts of God 
in ſomewhat or other, 
though hee ſee not God 
Init (but like a bcaſt is 
drowned inthe uſe of the 
creature)yet God ſhewes 
himſelfe to him in ſome 
comfort ; but when God 
| ſhall 


—_TcCC —_uu_Acy 


—_ 


- _— 
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ſhall remoove all his pre- 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| ſence from a man, that 1s 
| hell it ſelfe, What 1s 
| hell > but where there is 
' no preſence of God,when 
there is no» communion 
with the chicfe good, 
' that the fountaine of 


| good is remooved, a man 


| 


15.in darkneſſe, and hor- 


rour, that is hell, as wee 


Therefore let us labour 


| to enjoy the preſence of 


Godin his Ordinances, 
that we may have aheaven 


b 


uponearth, that wee may 


ſee in Dives, It isthe pre-; 
ſence of God that makes 
things comfortable, that. 
1s heaven to enjoy nearer | 
and nearer communion ||. 
with God, 


deſire | 


r 


——_ 


III | 


Dd 


- > 


| 
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deſire ſtill more and 
more to delight in them, 
till weecome ro: heaven, 


where all defires ſhall be 
accompliſhed, and there 


David knowing that "God 
was preſentin his Church, 
hee faith, Oh that / might 
dell in the Houſe of God all 
the dayes of my life, 

See the conſtant diſpo- 
fition of Gods children 


hence. Iris atorment to 


| carnall men to watch one 


| honre with Chri# 2 Could 
z0u n0t match with me one 
| Foure? faith herohis Di- 
ſc:ples. It isa torment 
togive Gd the hearing; 


to fandtifie the Lords 
day, alas it cannot-ſtard 


wi h: 


(hall be: no more delire.| ' 


after ar 0 D. II3 | 
with their carnall diſpo- 
 ſitions : but Gods people 
| long, and havea longing 
© |defire, One thing have 7 de. 
' |ſired, that I may dyell in 
| the houſe of the Lord, Men 
that have not depth of 
grace, they are like Co- 
mets, they blaze for a 
time; but when: they are 
Z” |\not fed with vapours 
from below , there is a 
diſparition not long af- 
ter, but fixed Starres are| |, 
alway in the firmament, | 
; they never vary, ſoa trne 
Chriſtian is as a fixed 
'Starre, hee is fixed in the 
| Firmament, in his deſire , 
One thing have I deſired, 


- 
AA 
- 


| that 1 may duel in the | & 
i | Houſe of the Loyd all the | 
| | dojer | 


a. © 
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dayes of my life, and God 


have occaſion to preſle 
after, inthe uſein the lat- 
cer part of the verſe, That 
I may dnell in the houſe of 
the Lord, 


| ſeconds his delire , and Fe 
ſaith amen toit , as I ſhall| | 


the Lord. 


This was another 
£10uny of the eager, con- 
tant, unſatish-d deſire, 
To dwellin the Houſe of the 
Lord, Thathe might ſee 
the beautieof the Lord , Or 
the delight , the ſiveet- 
neſſe of God : beauty is 
| £0 particular a word to 


* 


To behold the beautie of 


cxpreſle the fulnefle of 0 b 
the *: 


4 
N 


- 3 
4 


. 4 — 
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5 _ "_ 
F the Holy-ghoſt, the plea- 
by lantneſſe -- rhe deliphe 
of God; take the word 
in a generall ſenſe, in 
your apprehenfians , !t 
-| may be the obje& of all 

© | ſences, inward, and out- 


ward : delight is moſt 
' 
f 


neftc : for indeed God in 
[his O dinances , is not 
onely beauty to the eye 
| (of the ſoule, but is oynt- 
{ [ment to the ſmell, ard 
; | ſweetneſſe ro the taſte, 
: [andallin all, to all the 
* | powers of the ſoule, God 
* \1nChrift is, therefore hee 
is delighrfull and ſweet. 
That I may ſee the beauty 
Z of the Lord. 
5 | In this clauſe here 


arc 


- 
»* 


; = 


| tranſcendaut for pleaſant- | 


— 


M— 
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are diſcovered theſe two 
things, 


The Objef, and 
The ad, 


There are theſe two 
oints, That God 1s 
eautiſull, and this is 

ſeene in his Ordinances, 
ard inhis Church, eſpe» |: 
cially, to ſee the beauty 
of Gods Houſe, Andit 
is the happinelle of a 
Ch iſtian, (& he eſteems 
itſo by the Spiricof God) 
to ſee, and to be partaker 
of this beauty of God, 
ſtghtis put for the more 
full enjoying , one ſence 
put for another ,as indeed | 
ſighr is takcn for all the} 


ſenſes, | 


———— 
— — ——— 


— 


| 


> oo we cp cn > © WW WI 


__ — 


& ff 
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| ſpeake glorionfly, and 
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"Is" x ", 
| ſenſes , inward and out- 
ward. It is nobenefit to 
| us, though there be beau- 


— 


ty, if we have not eyes to þ 


| ſceit, all is loſt, there- 
fore hee deſired to dwell 
inthe Houſe of the Lord, 
that he might ſee the beau- 
ty of the Lerd, 
| Now, concerning the 
} beauty of God, I will nor 
ſpeake of it at large, or 
ſingly ofthe excellencics 
of God, The Text aymes 
| eſpecially at the beauty: 
of God, as diſcovered in 
| his Ordinances, in his 
| Church, A man may 


*| largely of the beauty of 
_| God, of his exce!lency. 
That his wiſedome 1s 


Obſerv, 
God is 
beautifull, 


WON- 


— -  —p—_— 
- & 


z 
<> @ OE Ins 
- 
o® 
. 


Eſpecially 
in his 
Church, 


full beautifull , 
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wondrous excellent, and 
beautifull, that is ſeene 
in the ordering of things, 
and his power is wonder, 
and his 
mercy, &c. All this is 
true, but what is all tous, 
though God be never ſo 
beautifull in himfelfe, if 
he be not beautifull to 
us in Chrift, and in his' 
Church > therefore wee} 
will come to that that. 
the holy Propbet here; 


eſpecially beaurifuil in 
' his Church, in his Ordi- 


ne pulchrum eft amabile,| 
evcry. beautifull cbing is| 


aymes at , The beautie of | | 
ip Lord, that i is, God is 


nances , and thac was the 
ground of his deſire, Omn-. F 


| 
| 


Pan! 


| Lord is eſpecially the 


_———_—_——_— 
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an attractive of love, Ic 
is no wonder hee deſired 
to dwell in the Houſe of 
the Lord , becauſe there 
was the beauty of the 
Lord, and the moſt ex- 
cellent beauty of all, 

The beauty of the 


amiable things of God, 
which is his mercy, and 
love, that makes all other 
things beautifull , chat 
is in the Church. 

VWhat makes his power 
| ſweer fo his children > 
and his Juſtice, in con» 
founding their enemies, 
and giving rewards > and 
his W iſedome f{weet, in 
reconciling Juſtice and 
Mercy together wilely 


Godsmer- 
cy makes 


all beauti- 
full. 


> —— 


15) 


| 


| 


20 | A BREATHING \- 


in Chri## ? All that makes 
this ſo lovely, 1s .his 
grace and love, that ſer 
| his Wilſedomeon worke, 
todeviſe a way tO recon- 

| cile Juſtice and Mercy 
[3 Chriſt Emmanuel, God, 
[ond man, So, that that 
is moſt beautitull in God 
is Trace: as you have it 
Exod 3 4. when oſes de- 
fired to ſee the glory of 
God, how doth God de- 
ſcribe himſelfe to Moſer? | | 
| Lehovah , Tehovah flrong,\ | 
graciow, mercifull long fe | 
fering , full of kindnefſe, So | © 
- | thatif wee would ſeethe 
Fl  olory of God, it appeares | |} 
molt in grace, and mer- | | 
| cy, and loving kindreſle, 
and luch ſyect Attri-/ 'N 
bures. | i. 


- 
= 
— 


Exod: 34. 
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_ ——— 


| 
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burgs, This makes /all 
things in God amiable: 
for now we Can thinke 
of his Juſtice , and not 


feare, itis fully ſatisfied | 


in Chrift . wee can thinke 
of his power with com- 
foit, it ſerves for our 
good to ſubdue all our 
enemies: there 1s no At- 
tribute, though it be ter- 
riblein it ſclfe,, bur iris 
ſweet and amiable , be- 
cauſe God lookes: gr4- 
ciouſly on us in his be- 
loved, 

Now this grace and 


; | love, and mercy of God 
: ſhines ro us 1n the face 


of Chriftjas beloved, as I 

have ſhewed ovt of 

that Text 2 Cor, 3. 18. 
G3 we 


__ 


- w——-— — 


| | I2T | 
y: p 


0 1 


This mer- 
cy of God 
141n Chrift. 


——_ 
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wee all behold the glory of 
God as in 4 glaſſe, that is, 
wee behold the love of } 
God in /eſws Chriſt, inthe! | 
mirrour of the Goſpell;| 
we muſt rake God, not} þ 
as conſidered abſtrative-| | 
ily,and fimply, bur God 

in Chriſt : for other no- 
rions of God are terrible, 
God will rot otherwiſe 
beſeenc by the eycof the 
ſoule, nor otherwiſe 
knowne then in Chriſt. Z 
Now God in the Mefhas | 
is very delightfull in his|f* 
Houſe, This beautious 
grace of God ſhines 1n|þ 
the face of 7eſw Chriff, 
For God is ſo gracious|*, 
and mercifull, as that his| 
Juſtice muſt be fully ſa- 4 


tisfied. '4 


——. —_—_— 


tisfied, that is onely in 
Chrift, that being farif- 
fied, God in Chri#t looks 
on us with a gracious 
looke. So that God is 
beautifall, now in regard 
of his mercy and grace, 
aS it is revealed in /eſwe 
Chrif#, as he lookes upon 
us in the face of his be- 
loved Sonne, There are 
ewo objects of religious 
worſhip : God the Fa- 
ther, Sonnerand Holy- 
Ghoſt, and Chriſt Media- 
tor, The beaury of both 
is Wondrous in the 
Church , wondromns to- 
wards the Church of 
God, & it 1s moſt apa 
rant in the Ordinances of 
God in the Church, 


G 2 Chr: # 


"_— RG Rok, 
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| Chriſt 
| beaurifuy], 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
j 


| | 


— 


| 
| 


— 
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Cbriſt is altogether lovely, 
Chrift in whom God is a, 
Father, and reconciled? 
tous, and now wee can: 
ſweetly thinke gf , Hee: 
altogether lovely. The cMefe 
of tenne . thouſand, The: 
Church ſets bim out! 
there particularly , his 
head , his aims , his 
breaſts, his cycs, hs lips 
drop Atyrrhe. She ſingles 
out every exccllency of | 
Chriſt, and diyclls upon 
it in her meditation, and 
ſummes up all together, 
Chriſt «& lovely, What 


| makes beauty bur a mix- | 


ture of diverſe colours > 
as we ſay white and 1cd 
m!xed together [weetly. 
Now to ſee Juſtice and 


OR 


Mercy 


—— 
hy ——©—'©'©'©'TTU———_——C—" 


——_— 


after Oo De 


| m6 nercy 1n Chriſl (c (#) ſweetly 
z mixed, what anexcellenr 


* | beautic it makes? to ſee 


| the ſoſtice/of God fully 
| | ſatisfied, that his mercy 
fy | might runne a maine to 
? | us now, Here is aſeca 1n- 
| deed if wee (ſhould enter 
into it, tO ſeethe love of 
| God which is the moſt 
beautifull , and amiable 
grace of all; the love of 
God in Chriſt, and the 
love of Chriſt towards 
Us. 
1 |Chriſt was never more 
lovely to his Church,then 
4 when he was moſt defor. 
| med for his Church, 

| There was n0 forme nor bear 
2 176 inhim, when hee hung 
*2Avpen the Croſſe: Oh! 
* G 3 there 


Chriſt 
lovely in 
his grea- 
teſt abaſe- 
ment. 


| 


. 
=—_ - — — 2 — 2» — 
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| ſurety induring the wrath}? 


'Crofle, And that ſhoult 


| [times eſpecially, Thy 


ABREATHING 


there was a beauty to af 
guilty ſoule, to ſee his? 


of God ; avercommingy 
all bis enemies , and nay-Þ 
ling the Law to bi 


indeare Chriſtro us aboye 
all things : hee ſhould þ 
the dearer tous, the mort 
vile and baſe he was mad 
for us, ard hee (ſhould be 
moſt lovely in our eye 
when he was leaſt lovely 
in his owne, and when hx 
was deformed , when our” 
ſinnes were upon him: 
we ſhould conſider tho, 


world is moſt offended 27 
that, that a Chriſtia- 


bl 


moſt joyes in; God * 


, 


after 0 D. 


——_—__—— 


4 chrift. ſaith Saint Paul; 


@ | ſowee ſhould j joy in, and 
& | love that clobeldlly in|. 


= | Chrift, 


Now this loveof God. 4 


in Chriſt, and this love of 
Chriſt is expreſt to us in 
the Scriptures at large, it 
is publiſhed by the Mi- 
of jou , ſealed by the Sa- 
crament, It 1s t0o large 
an atgument for me to 
wade into, I need but on- 
ly give you a touch, and 
taſte of it, 
Now , that that makes 
' [rhe houſe of God fo 
& | beautifull then , is the 
...-. | loveof God, and the love 
[ ha Chriſt ſhewed and ma- 


f | bid that 1 ' ſhould joy in any | 
.-+| thing but in the Croſſe of 


G 4 ni-' 


Iz 7 


Preſence 
of God 
4.4 avitifull, 


—_— em 
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niteſted, and the preferce 
of God, of Chriſt, and 
of th2 Holy-Ghoſt inthe 
Church ; rake ir for the ® 
pertons; God the Father, ! 
| 33 he hath revealed him-|F 
| clfe a Fathcr in Chrift, he Þ 
| is among tÞe people of: 
| God in the Church, and 
| there is God the Sonre, 
and the Holy-Ghoſt, dil. 
penſing graces, and com-! 
forts there, It ts the pre- 
ſence of the King that 
makes the Court, and|® 
it is the preſence of God}: 
in theChurch, that makes | 
itfoglorious, and fo ex-| 
cellent as it is : Gloriow q 
things are} oken of thee thou|* 
Citie of God : 

The Church "ll 


is 


Ge ee "es -_—— 
—_ 


4 
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is beautifull inregard of 
the Angels that are al- 
way attending in our af. 
ſ{-mblies, and ſee how we 
catrie Our felyes, Here is 
ct onely the Father, Son, 
and Holy-Ghoſt diltri- 
buting grace, and mercy, 
| but likewiſe rhe bleſled 
 Anyels, as pure” Inſtru- 
| . 
' ments are in our Afſlem- 
. bljies. Therefore in the 
 Curtaines , inthe Havg-» 
iings of the Arke, there 
| were piaures of Cheru- 
| bins, ro ſhew that. the 


's 

p: | Argels attend abour' the 
|| | Church , eſpecially the 
ul j Church gathcr'drogether : 


for God more reſpe&s 
the Church guhered.to- 


| Iz9 


29 | 


Che 
Church 
beautifull 
in regard 
of Angels. 


gerher then any ſeverall 
G 5 


Om IVA——_ W_ —_ — _ 


member, | 


I RT ES 
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member, we are all Tem. 
ples ſeverally, but eſpe- 
Cially the Church 1s the 
Temple when it is met 
together, Now by the 
 Cherubins in the Cur- 
taines of the Tabernacle, 
was ſet forth the Angels 
attendance upon the 
Church ; they are fer- 
vants to doe good to the 
Cburch : and they are 
fellow ſtucentswith us, 
they ſtudie the my fte- 
ries of ſalvation,the beau- 
ty of God, the wonderfull 
tranſcendent love, and 
grace, and mercy of God 
tOhis Church, as it is1n 
I Pet,1. The Angels prie 


t105, they are findents 


into the myReries of ſalua-| | 


il. 
| F 


with 


_—_— 


| 


——  w—_— Re, ll 


' with us of theſe bleſſed 
myſteries. Some thing is 
revealed ro them, ſome 
grace and mercy to the 
Church, that they knew 
not before experimen- 
tally. 

And it is beautifull 


Church ir ſelte ; the peo- 


| are beautiful : for order 


| is beautifull, Now it is 
| an orderly thing to fee 
many together to ſubmit 
themſelves to the Ordi- 
nance of God, The glory of 
a King ts in the multitude of | 


4 


rious thing for God to 


likewiſe in regard of the| 


ple of . God themſelves | 


| ſubjeRs: and it Is a glo-| 


In regard 
of it (cle, 


havemany ſubje&s meek- 
ly meeting together to 


attend 


- 
. 
1 
«yy _ 
_ - 
- 
9 
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| mom 


attend his pleaſure, An 
| Army is a beaurifull 
' | thing, becauſe of the or- 
der, andof the well dif- 
' poſed ranekes that are| |} 
within it, in this regard | | 
the Church is beauti- 
full, | 
That which makes the 
. {In 783" | houſe of God beautifull 
dinances. | MOTE eſpccially $ 38 the 
meanes of ſalyation, not 
onely Gods preſence, but 
the meanes, ſolemne and 
publike prayer, the word 
and Sacraments, and like- 
wife the government,that 
thould be in purging the| | 
Church, all make the] 2 
f; 
} 
| 


—O— - = —— 


Church of God beautiful | 
and loyely. All the Ordi- 
nances of God in the ; 

|; Chnreh| | 


delight inthem to ſpiri- 


| | | As for the Ordinance 


f; 
F 
a 
| 


— —— 


| after (70D. 
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' Church of God , have a 


' tuall ſenſes. 


of the word, it is won- 
drous delightfull , fivcerer 
then the hony combe , eſpe» 
cially the Ordinatice UNn- 
folding the Word, the 
W ord as it is preached, 
which is the opening of the 
box, A box of ſweet oynt- 
| ment, if it be not opened 
it.caſts nota ſweet favour 
all the houſe over; but 
when the boxe ts opened, 
the ſayour eomes over all 
the houſe : ſo the publiſh- 
ing of the Word in the 
Ordinance, is the open- 
ing of the boxe ; the lift- 


133 | 


The word 
preached 


mg up of the brazen Ser- 
| _ 


—_———— 
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IP 


pent, If the Serpent were 


perſon, he could not be. 


ing up of the Banner of 
Chrifts love, as it is in the: 
Canticles , Chriſtslove as 
a Banner drawes all after 


— _— - —— 


| bim :when the beaurie of 
' Chrift is unfolded , it 
' drawes the wounded hun- 


preaching of rhe Word 
doth that that ſhewes 
the ſweet love of God in 


the Ordinance of the Mi- 


lift up for the wounded|| 


bold it : Now chrift is lift, ' 
up inthe Ordinance, every||: 
wounded ſoule may 16ok ||: 
to Chrit, The preaching | 
of the Word, is the lift- | 


gric ſoule unto him. The|® 


Teſws Chrift 3 this makes|' 


j 
o 
- 
FA 


niſtery ſo ſweet, The Or- ff | 
dinance' of 


6 


TL —— 
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dinance of the Miniſtery 
# is, that that diſtributes 
| | the portion to every 
* | Child of God , the Mini- 
* | ſters of God are Stewards 
> | as it were to diſtribute 
| | comfort, and reproofe 
towhom it belongs ; now 
| where there is a conve- 
| nient diſtributing of the 
| portion toevery one that 
| makes the Ordinance of 
| God ſo beautifull , when 
the waters of life are de- 
rived from the ſpring 
of 'the Scriptures: to 
every Particular mans 
uſe, Theword inthe ap- 
plication of it isa ſweet 
thicg : for good things, 
the rearer they are 
brought home, the more 
delight- 


np— — 


| 
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ry, as Saint Pail ſaith, 


deliphefull they are. This 
Ordinance of Preaching, 


itlayes open the r:ches of Y 
' Chris, There may bea| Þ 

oreat deale of riches | | 
wrapped up ina treaſvry, | 


bur (his opens the treaſu- 


10 lay open the wnſearchabl; 
richer of C hrift, The Min: 
ſtery of the Word isor- 
dained to lay open the 


treaſure to Gods people, 
that they may know what 
| richesthey haveby Chrift: 

and the end] of the Mini- 
ftery is rowinthe peoples 
love to Criſt, therefore 
they come betweene, the 
Bride and Bride-groome, 


toprocure the Marriage ; 
| therefore they lay open 
that,” 


_— 


— 


: 
3% 1 
4 
at bl < 
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| | \qfter @ OD. | 1y7 


| — | 
that, that procures the | | 
| | Contract here,-and the 
DO) : | conſummarion in Feaven; | 
of F. | foto wooe for Chriſt, and | 
* | beſeech them to be reconciled 
| |roGed, This istheendof 
| 2 | the Miniſtery,this makes 

it the Church of God fo 
beautifull, that it hath 
this Ordinance in it, to 
bring God, and. Chriſt, 
and his people together, 
to contrat them toge- 
ther. There be rich mines 
in the Scripture,bur they th 
muſt be digged up, the 
Miniſtery ſerves todigge 
up thoſe mines. God 
bath thercfore fet a part 
* [this calling of the Mint 
»| » | ſteric, to ſhew what be- 
i longs to Gods people. 

N 
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Thus 


p 4 
The Sa. 
cratcar, 


| feeds our ſoules, namely 


A BREATHING. 


Thus you ſee in this re. 
ſpet, of the Ordinance| F 
of the Miniſterie, God| Þ 
1s beautifull in his houſe, | F 
Then likewiſe for the] © 
other Ordinance, the Sa-| ': 
crament it is a ſiycet, and| ©: 
delighrfull thing, there is| Þ 
a wondrous beauty inthe 
Sacrament : for therein] 
we taſte the love of God, 
and che love of Chr:#,that 
they would condiſcend ſo 
low, as to ſeale our faith] | 
with the Sacrament, to 
helpe our ſoules by our | # 
bodies , by outward 
things, to helpour ſoules 
by that, that feeds our bo. 
dies, fo teach us what| 


the death of ChriF, as 
ſatil- 


ob 


— 


comfortable ag any food 
is to the body , and in- 
comparably more fweet , 
conſidering our Cconti- 
nuall necefhty tO reliſh 


that ſpirituall food , and 


our daily finnes , and 
breaches, that enforce a 
daily neceffity to reli(l. 


Chrift. That God ſhon'd 
appornt ſuch a meanes, 
that he ſhould in the Sa- 
'crament feed tis with his 
owne body, and blood, 
| He thought be could not 
manifeſt his love enough, 
| unleſle he hadiold us that 


| hee would give himſelfe 
'to us , and make over 
bim- 


| | afterG GD: || 
ſatisfying divine Juſtice, 
the thinking , and dige- 
| ſting of this is wondrous 


| 


| 


__—— — 


——— __ 
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himfelfe wholly to us. 
you ſhall have me, my| | 
body and blond , as in| | 
the Sacrament we are as| | 
| verily partakersof the ho. | Þ 
dy, and blood of Cbrift, as| | 


: 
' 


weare of the bread, and 
wine : our ſoules have as 
much fſpiritna!l orowth 
by Chriſt, and his bene- 
fits, as our bodyes bave 
by the outward elements, 
| He feeds 3 with himſelfe, 
he efteemes , and prizeth 
our ſoules thatare bought 
with his blood, ſo that he 
thinkes no food good 
enough but his own body 
& blcod: what agraciovs 
| lweer love is this > Hee 
is both the Invircr and 


| 


he! 


i 
|| 


| 


the Banquer , and all, . 


—— x  —ww _— 
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| | bef invites us to himſelfe; F 
1y| fi There is a lovelineſſe}_, 3 |} 
-|H Church 
in] 8] likewiſe inall other Or- | q;c;,ine, | 
az| ®| dinances that belong to 
5-| 3| the Church z as in the: 

>| goodorder,, and ..9gp 


d | 1 of the Church, | 
od 5 purging the Church of * [Fl 

h | offenders, the diſcipline S1mjle, 
>, that is in the Church, 

e which is as the ſnuffers 


inthe Sanctuary to purge 
the lights, ſo that there 
| (hould be a caſting our 

of perſ1ns that are openly 
F ſcandalous : the lights 
ſhould be purged , the 
| Temple ſhould be clean- 
| | (cd, ſcandals ſhould be 
F 


— 


remooved , that Gods 
{| houſe might be the more 
. © deautiful), They are ble- 
miſhes | 


* > — A — —  _— —_—c  —— MH rem 


| 
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miſhes of Gods ous 
Open (wearers, and blaſ-| | 
phemers, thoſe that live 
in ſcandalous {innes ,they 
are ſpots in the Aﬀem- 
bly, they are leaven, and| 
| this leayen ſhould be pur- 
 gedout : and where there |} 
| 15 the vigour of this,there|| 
| is a great beauty of the|| 
| Church , where theſe 
things are looked to as 
they thould be, they are 
the bonds, and nerves,and 
ſinewes that knit and tie 
a Church together , it: 


"So 44 00D — 


makes a Church won-/! 
drous lovely , the negleR | 
of which makes the þ 
| Churchas a garden over- || 
| growne.. So youſec how, | 
in reſpet of the Ordi-|# 


nances | 


nn 


© —— 
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[| nances of the Word, and 


of the Sacrament , and 
this government that 


!| hould be, that the houſe | 
of God, is a beautifull 


. 

a 

: 
«a | 


7 comfortable, a ſweet and 


place. 
| Then againe it is a 


delightfull thing , the 


# prayſes of God. Ir 1s a 


marvellous ſweet thing, 
whenall as one man heare 
rogerhecr, pray together, 
ſingrogether Hymns,and 
ſpirituall fongs, and 


F| prayſe God together,and 


receive the Sacrament to- 
gether, all as one man, 
what a comely thing 1s 
this ro a ſpirituall eye ? 
Every Chriſtian hath a 
beauty ſevered in him» 


| s | 


ſelfe, 


DE CE 


In the 

j oint ſer- 
vice of 
God, 


P 00” —_ 
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Simile. 


| 1n the heavens, (wee call|? 
ito) itis nothing buta 


| 


| 
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together,this is moteex-|| 


| 


ſelfe: bur when all meet|l 


cellent, As weſay of the 
Vialafea, or Milky way|} 


deale of light from a 
company of Jitrle (tarres, 
that makes a glorious lu- 


{tre : ſo ifthere bea beau- 
ty 1n every poore Chr: 
ſtian, what a beauty 1s 
there when all mecete 
| together > A beauty, nay 
ſtrength too , for the 


' violence to God , they 
| can obtaine any thing at 


| prayer, and the prayſc of |Þ 
ſuch, they offer a holy!! 


y 


ning glaſſes. when there 
is 2 Confluence, and mee- 


019 


his hands, We ſcebur-|! 


| 


- 


F; 


| 


_—_— 


__—— 


| | | ofter Go. 


ye! 


inz ot divers bzames in 
ohe poinrt,ic ſtrengthens the 
ncate, and inflames athing, 
'0 when there are many 
ſweere deſires mecte toge- | 


ther, many ſtrong defires| 


of ſpiricuall things, they 
bind God,thcrc is not onely 
beantic butſtrength in the 


| | | prayers of the Church,they 


arcinChr.ſts owne eſteeme | 
comlincſle; hee!loyes to ſee 


his Church eſp:ciallywhen 


they are rogecher ;Let me ſee 
thy fact, and heare thy woyce 
thin that hideſs thy ſelfe, 


| | 
in the clifts of therocke, Cant, Cant. 2. | 


2. Hce marvelouſly deſires 


tb ſec his children, and to 


heare them ſpeakeceſpecial- 


ly when they preſent them- 


ſelves before him. Har- 


H m ony! 
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| mony is aſweet and p'ca-| | 
Comps” | {antthing,the comparing of| | 
"s or "1 the ſtate of the Church, in 
.| former times with the pre-| | 
| ſent, is a harmonious thing, | | 
David, he lived vnd.r the]: 
old teſtiment, an] yer hee| | 
ſaw vnderthat th: new, ſo 
we ſhou'd ſez the old in the 
new, compare them toge» 
ther, to ſe: ſhaddowes-in 
ſubſtances, types in truths, 
ſo that thece is nothing in 
the Church, bur ir gives ſpe 
ciall delight. 
| Gods beuuty likzwiſc'ap« | ® 
pearcs(his gracious amiable 
[weer beauty) in his houle, 
his Caurchin regard ofthe || 
jevidences of his louc thathe|, 
cares to his Church, in|* 
_ it,and providing 


—mua__—_dWWl. QwA.eLow 
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| 
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— 


| for it, They ſhall not need 4 
| | wall ({aithhe in Zecharie) I 
| | will be awallof fire. GOD 
Z | hath a ſpecia!l care of his 
2 | congregation, God awels in 
1 [the congregation of the righ- 

7 |:c0a5, He hath his dwelling | 
7 | his peciall r.ſidence there 


| | This will appeare more if 


| 


»———_— 


where his name is called on 


we ſceall the ſweete privi- 
ledges and comforts, that 
areinth: houſe of God, God 
is not onely beautifull in 
himſelfe : but in regard of 
the priviledges that the 


—_ 


Church hath from him,for |. 
all our beautic and excelen. | 
 [cieis borrowed, the church 


=. 


beautic of Chiiſt. Now 


\| 


theſepriviledges that the 
H 2 Church, 


thines in the beames = 


——— 
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| Church hich by Chiilt (ol Þ 
name atew) wee ſez inth-| | 


golden chayne of ſaly:tion, 


in all thoſe linkes: as what 
2 wondro1s ſweet Ine of 
Gad isit cocall mcn out of 
the wilderneſſle of the 
world out of the Kingdome 
of Sathan to bee his chi!» 
dren! A marvcilous loueto 
fingle vs out ofthe reſt of 
mankind to bee Chriſtians, 
and being Chriſtians to bee 
profeſſors of the truth, and 
being ſotobee true profel- 
{ors of the tru:ch, Whit a 


| wondrous loye of God, 


was It tocill ys,and there- 
by co haue the eternall par- 
poſe of God opened to us : 
As when wearedrawneco 


—l—— 


what ſwcer amiable loue is} | 


God| 


| 


'| 8 jch2 miniftcerie, then the] x- 
| 3 | good pleaſure of God,that 


7 |can anſwer the juſtice © 


after G 0D. 


Go4 by his Spicit and by 


was hid from eternity, is 


! [diſcovercd to the ſoule: 


here is the amiable loue of 


| | God. 
And then inthe —_— | 


and forgivenefle of finnes, 
and juſtification after: what 
a wondrous grace is that 
forgiveneſſe of finnes, and 
adoption tobe the ſons and 
hcirs of God,fellow heires' 
with Icſus Chriſt, andther:. 
upon to haue Angels our 


* [attendants, what beauty 
| [haue we in juſtification to 
7 [| be cloathed withtheright-| 
* [rcouſneſſe of Chiiſt ; that 
2 | perfeR righteouſneſle, _ 

| 


fy |: God 


4 a 
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8 


| 
| 
| 


God much moreSathans ca- 
vills, and the troubles of 
our 0-vyne conſciznces; that 
chat ſatisfhcth the juſtice of 
God, being the righ:couſ. | 
nefſe of God ma, ie will ; 
ſatisfic conſcience, and ſa- 
thans temptations. It is a|, 
garment without ſpor, Sa- |j 
chan can picke no hole in 
that glorious garment, the 
righ teouſneſſe of Chriſt, If 
wee have the wardrobe of 
Chriſt, we ſhall be beauti- 
full in that wee have from|# 
Chriſt, we ſhall ſhine in hi5|” 
b:ames, 
So goe to ſanRification,|: 
how amiable ts God,in the| 
priviledgeof ſanRification, 
to fer his image vponus,to| 


make vs new creatures, P 
be 


S MgO" > 


— 2 
" $533” p 


— — 
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bee like bis ſonne, that be- | 
fore werc like the devils,ful 
of mal.ce and baſe affeRi- 
ons,” Now for Godby his 
Sp11rto framea new Teme 
ple for his Spirit to dwel in 
toſer his ſtampe vpon vs, 
what a wondrous beauty is | 
this > The Churchof God 
15 the houſe where God fra- 
meth new creatures, there 
hee fetsa ſtawpe upon his 
creatures. 

The graces that belong 
tothe Church.of God are 
wondrous delight, }iſedow 
makes 4 mans face ts ſhine, 
and there is no wiſedome| 
out of the Church, all 1s 
but darkneſſe and folly, 
ſo of all other graces what- 
{o.ver, Graces are the an- 


—____ 


H4 nointing 


”; 
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nointiag of the ſpiti;, the|.| 
oyle of the ſpirit,they make 
ſweet, and delightfull, de- | 
| lightfull ro GoJ, and to|| 
th: Church,andto one ano. |? 
:her. They are annointed | 
{with the oyle of gladneſſe|| 
[and of grace, it ran firſtup 
on Chriſts hrad, upon 4. 
rows head, but then upon] | 
the.ſkirts, the meancR chri- 
ſtian-. 
Toy ans | Ando thebeginningof 
(| omtor, |plory hete ; for all is not 
q; | kept. for the life to come, | ® 
for God diſti's ſome drops $ 
1118 of glory before hand, wee | © 
Pt ſee the beauty of Godhere,| ' 
ti marvailouſly even in this 
world, in regard of the bc-| 
ginnings ofglory. For vpoh| | 
juſtification,and the begin-| | 
nings 


—_—O— 


— 


; l W | 


''\the comfort cf the chal- 


| ſo in the church, that they 


ww 


= | that b*longs tothem,allche 


"after Gov. 


— 


nings of kohrcfle wrought 
in 0.r rature by the ſpirit, 
v.c have inward peace of 
£0:;ictence, and joy , and 
. omforr inall ciſcomfons: 
whatloever, wee have nor ' 
or.ely the oyle of grace bur | 
the oyle of comfort, Ch !| 


dre of God, thataremem- 
bcrs « t the church, that are 


are of the church roo, that 
re of the church viſible 
ſo as they are.oftthe church 
invifible, oh ! the comfort. 


comfort in Gods booke :{o | 
you ſee the wondrous {weet 
prerogatives and priviled 

ges we havycinall the paſſa-| 
zes of falvationinthe houſe 


H 5. of| 
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of God, andinGoud recon: 
ciled in Icſus Chriſt, 

fa turning | Nay God1s ſo louely to 
all things thoſe that are his, 4s 
to 890d. | churchand p:ople,heis ſo 
good to Iſrael, that he makes 
every thing good to themin 
theituz, AL things worke 
for the beſt tothems t6at lone 
Goa, inthe :flucy”e makes a 
coverant berweene every 
thing ,ſfo that all the endea- 
vours of Sathan and his 1n- 
ſtr:mcnts, a!l their plot- 
ticgs ſhafl turne for the 
g00d of the church, wien| Z 
they thinke to doe moſt| & 
hurt, they doc moſt good, 
{ſo ſweet and gocd,ind gra- 
C10uS1s God, 

Indced glorious things 
are ſpokcn of the people of 
God 


= — 


| | 


[after G 0D. 


God, Take the church for 
for a viſtle congregation, 
a mixed congregation,glo. 
rious things are ſpoken of 
that, It is the houſe of God 
(take it as viſible );be veſſels 
of honony and difbonour, And 


the fi: Id, the Tares and the 
Whate, it is Gods field, 


ling in the viſible church, 


hough we take the church 
as viſible, it hath a glori- 
ouSname for the good that 
iSin it, ſpecially for the 
wt ere. Bur takethe church: 
of God fer the company 
of his children thar are ga» 
chercd by tk.e meances dwel- 


cn.oying the vifivle meanes 
ſork.cy arethe houſe & tem- 
ple of Chr.ſt the Temples of 


q 


m— 


the Holy Ghoſt, the body of 
A* briſt 


vm. as... i —— 
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| Chriſt, #he ſponſe of Chriſt, 
th:y are Gods de'ight,thcy 
are ſpirtuall Kings and 
Prieſts, &c, The molt glo- 
rious things that can bee, 
all other excellencizcs inthe 
world are buttituler things, 
meere ſhaddows of things, 
thereis ſome little rea'lirie, | 
but it is nothing in comp4- 
r:ſon, it is ſcarſe worth the 
name of reallictic, but S4/s- 
won Ccals them vari: y of v1- 
niries.In compariſon of tic 
excelicncies Of the Ch:rch 
a'lis ncthirg, I might be] 7: 
large in theſe parciculers,It| 1» 
is enough to give you the| | 
generalls of the delights 
and cxcellencies of Geds| 
houſe, The beauty of 1he 
Lord. Weſce amublenefle 


Br: 


— . 
— 
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| 


of God in Chriſt, in his or- 


| firſt Paradiſe, this ſecond 


i. 


m_—— 


after Go. D. 


dinances, the priviledges 
that we have inthe ordinan- 
ccs, graces and comforrs. 
Indeed the chuich vf God. 
(beloved)isa Paradiſe, 5::ce 
wee 'we:e calt out of the 


Paradiſe is the church of 
God, and the third is he3- 
venir ſelfe, This Paradilc 
this church it is the ſemi- 
ra'ie of yong plants, that 
muſt be cranſplanted hence 
'to heaven in due time. In 
Parad:ſc there was the tree? 


isthe tree of life Chriſt, In 
Paradiſe there was waters, 
ftreames the rivers of Pa- 
radiſe ſo there #s ariver that 


of lite, in thechurch, there | 


makes glad the Citty of God, | 


< 
The 

Church a 

P aradiſc, 


ſtreams 
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-— 
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JED to cloth theſepoore 


fort,tha: run tmough the 
| Church of God. 


plants by the rivers of wa 
ters that brinz ſo:th fruit ir 


the manthat meaditates in the 
word day andnight, thatat 
tendsupon the 0: dinances, 
he is planted as a tree Ly thi 
waters fave, is laf: 1 
alway greene, What fooo 
to that food that'is mini. 


Saccaments, Chriſt himſelf, 


And what raym:nt to the 


Tay ment of juſtification, for 


due ſeaſon, asit isin Pſal.1] | 
(peaking of bleſſed men th-t| ; 
lveinthe Church, Bleſſed s| | 


freames of grace, and com:|| 


In the Church we are as] 


l 


| FY 
© 


ſtredto us inthe word, and}. 


to feed ys to life ercrnall {| % 


| 


ſoul: $ 


| 


after Go D. 


{| ſoules of Ours, POOTe Na 
the! 0 | ked begg-rly ſoules? What 
* | richesrothe riches, of Gods, 
graces and comforts ? what 
; | ſirengeh to thatthat is mn che 
"||| Charch, ro overcome our, 
[ F | own cor: uptions and Jufts?2. 
\W hat beauty tothe Image 
7.1 # | of God ſhining and ſtam 
| [pd on his childrene Whar 
company ſo fweet, as thole; 
that we meete with in the. 
carih, ingoodexetciſes,ang. 
chat-we th.ll live ever with._ 
f 'in heaven 2 What comp.n 
© ® | 9 God the Father Son,and. 
TX |hb ly Ghoſt, and the An-:. 
vE1S, thatwe enioy in the 
Church? Whatdiſcourſe ſo. 
ſweet, aS tha: of God, hea= 
ring him ſpeakeinhis word. 
and us ſpeakingto him by. 
Þ | prayer | 
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love with 


of Gods 
houſe. 


3 


To bein © 


the beauty 


— 


ay 


_ 


4 


——— 


lance ofheaven upon earth 


[the church of God. 

"T Therefore we ſh3u!d b: 
in lone with rhe-brauty of | if 
| Gods Temple, anc {.naV» 


ry .And the rather becavl, 


of the church wherein 'w!/ 


| live 4re1n a4 more glorious 


mannerthen in Davids time. 
David when he ſaw the 


| beauty of Gods ſa: uric, 


it was bur 11 a ſhadow, anc 
when he looked ypon thc 


|the mercte-{cate, then he: 


did thinke of Chrift, th: 
trucpropitiatorie, the truc 


| mercy-ſeare, when he loo- 
| kedon the high Prieſt, hec 
thought on Chriſt the true] * 
high prieſt, wacaherhovght 


| 


_—  ___ 


. 


rayer, ſothart iris a reſem+| il 


all things now 1n-this AF | 


| 


—< MW — 
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| Rom , k a 
| of Cannaesn, itput him in 


mind of heaven whereof Ca- 


q #143 wasa type, when hee 
flaw the 
q chqughr of the rrue ſacrifice 
I for our fins, Cirift; when 


ſacrifices, h:e 


' he thought of the oblations 


| and incenſe, he thought of 
g the ſacrifice ofthankfulnes: 
© when he thought ofthe paſ- 
| over, he thought of Chriſt 
| the true Pafſcover, whoſe 
| bloud is ſprinkled on our 


ſoules that the deſtroying 
Angell hath nothing to doe 


| with us: he ſaw all in ſhad- 
*|.dowes, we ſee them naked 
#| So QuUr condition is more 


glorious inthis latterage of 


: \thechurch, then it was in 

© | Davids time,theref ore our 

1 defircs ſhould be more ſtir- 
[1-1 


red 


Ci tc 
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P_ 


——_—_— 


red up, for inſtcad of the! 
ſhaddow we hauc the ſub. 
tance, Then the ſpirit was| 
but dropped, but the Fa-) 
ther hath poured out the 
Spirit ſince Coriſts me, | 
Then the pale of theChurch 
was ſtraitned, now 1t1s en- 
larged, then there was but 
[one Church the nationall} 
Church ofthe Iewecs.Then| 
the ſervice of God was wot: 
drousburd:nſome, &charg-! 
able, but it is not ſo now,o! 
that there be many differen- 
ces allhingsare more lizht-F 
ſome, and cleare now ther S 
they were then, therefore|: 
havi.g many things to cool 
mend the frequenting ofthe}? 
congregation morethenD«| : 
vida hadin his time, wee|? 
| ſhould] - 
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ſhould much more make 
this one thing our defire to 
dwell in the houſe of the 
T.ord,all the dayes of our 
life to behold the beanty of 


If this be fo, that there 
bs ſuch abeauty inthe houſe 
of God, then what ſhall we 
thinke of thoſe that ſee no 
\uch beauty at all, that ſee 
no ſuch delight,and contear 
ment in the houſe of God 

I anſwer, it isa diſcovery 
to them, if they would 


Queſt. 


Anſw, 


thinke of it, that they have | 
as Saint 4»ſti» ſaith of men | 
that complaine, that they 
doe no: taſt, and reliſh theſe 
things : ſurely ſaith he,thou 
wanteſt a ſpirituall palateto 
taft | 


Il 


Carnall 


Us)  S\.. { 
= | no ſpirituall ſences ar all, |, .1e 


b caury 
why, 
Anguſt, 


| 
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Im 


[raft thele things. What doe | 
[winc care for [weet mario”! 
rame or roſes .? they care! 
more for a dunghill or a | 
pudd!e,what doe your bile} 
filthy ſwine in mens ſhape, 
care for theſe things, they 
care more for pleaſures, and 
ſuch things, that they may 
ſpend their lives as beaſts. 
Now when wee ſpeakeof 
the delights, and daintics, 
and excellencies of Gods 
houſe, wee ſpeake to thoſe 
that we with, and wee hope 
baue ſpirituall ſenccs an-|| 
[werabletothelethings. E-|! 
very creature delights in its 
properelement-thelethings 
 aretheelement ofa Chriſti- |* 
an, Beetles delightin dirte,| | 
and {wire in myre, the fiſh, | 
in 


ls. —— 
—_— 


EI 


| after G © Þ, 


in the ſea, man harh his e 
lement here, ard fpiritnall 
eningsare the element of a 
chriftianſof:rre as he is a 
chriſtian, ard :hat is his +6/ 
the place rh2t he d:lights in 
I ſpeakoto fuch, they can 
makeir g50d in fome mea- 
{ure;thirone day inthe bouſe 
of Go4, i better ihan 4 thou 
| [and elſe where, that one 
| hourein the unfolding th: 
{weet miſterics of falyati- 
on, | it 1s worth twentic 
foure houres in other im- 
{ ployment, and they are-ſo 
A taken with the ſweernesthar 
4 they are content that God 
ſhould rake them outofche 
.19 world, in the vatolding 
"1 theſe of ſweetthings. When 
1] they heare the promiſes of 
ſalvation 
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ſalvation opened though by 
a poore weake man, yet 
whea it is in the miniſtery, 
it ſo raviſheh their hearts, || 
that they arecontent to goe|| 
ro heavenAt the ſame time, || 
it ſoconvinceth them of the 
excellencicof Religion, 1 
ſpeake to ſuch of the beauty 
of God. | 
Now David here,he dc- 
fires tobehold Gods beauty, 

' [to ſee orconfiderthisexcel- 
| True 4c. | Iencic of God in his church, | 
U! flight wher| for ro true delight theſe] 

| jio ic con-| things muſt concurre. There| 
| 
; 
| 


-" 


- 
—_—— —— 
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—_— - - a 
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| | on, muſt be ſomething ſweet in 3 
the thing it ſelf. There maſt | 
| beea power inthe ſoule to} 
Wl { apprehend it. There muſt be[* 
li a1 affeRion in the ſoule to|* 
| that goodthing, if the af-|: 
| f-AQion |; 


Ut —_—— —— — 
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| ater GOD, 


tection de flar,though there | 

De never ſobcautitull, and 
q [\wcece things, and a power 
Jrto apprehend them, if 
J:here b{ not affection they 
J arc no:hing,and thcen,upon 

the affeRion there muſt be 

complacencic, and c »n:ent- 

ment inthe thing. when we 
& haucit. All theſc Things are 
$:1 delight from that that is 
beautifull an41 pleaſant, Da- 
vid defiredto ſee,he knew 
Fchere wasa bcauty in the 
J preſence of God in his ordi- 

nances, and gifrs, and gra- 
Jces, but hee defired toſee 
Jandito contemplate theſe 
Ichings char the faculties 
Jand| powers of his ſoul, 
Imight be anſwerabl:to the 
Icbings:thatas they were ex- 
cellent 
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cellent fo hee might have 
a power in his ſoule arſe: | 
rable, And then hee had at-| 
feRions to carrie that pow-| 
er of his ſoule to the things, 
One thing have 1 deſired, and 
then there was a complacen 
Cy and delight inthethings 
(ups 00 mplttoir +; 
as we'ſechow he expreſſed | 
his delight when he danced 
before the Arke, wee fee 
what a Pſaline hee made 
when he did but purpoſe 
to build the Temple, Pſal.131 
he had a wondrous ioy, 0! 
anſwerable to our delightis| 
our joy, and complacencic|t 
inthe thing when we have it. | 
Now that he might haut f 
the ſweerer complacency || 
hee deſired to feethe beau 
. ty]? 


__—<__— 
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: 


, 


hath chis propertie above 
che reſt, (as it is more ſ{pi- 


rituall, mqre refined, and | . 


more capable: a man may 
ſee many thingsat once, it 
iS a Quicke ſenſe : fo) it 
hath this priviledge it ſtirs 
affetions more than any 
ſenſe, more thea heating 
chatisa more dull fcaſe : 
things ftirre affections 
more that are . ſacne, then 
by that we heare, hee de- 
fired therefore to ſee the 
beautie of Gods houſe 
that he might be enamou- 
red. Ot ſtght comes love, 

David had- ſpirituall 
eyes, and hee defircd'to 
feed his ſpiritnalleie ſight 


icand the things in Gods| _ 
houſe. Of all ſenſes, fight! 
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Happines 


of man 
whaty 


| ccllent power,and facul ie 


| ofthe ſoule, with deligh: 


]- defired toſee thebeautyof 


| 0ns might be fully ſariſfi- 


with the” beſt obic that 
could be,(tor therin isjthe 
happines of man,)wherein 
ſtands a mans happines ? 
When there is 2 concut- 
repce ofthe moſtexcellent 
obice, with :h- moſt ex. 


and content in ir, Now he 


God,in his honſe, that his 
ſoule mighe be raviſhed in 
theexceliccy of the objzR 
and that th: higheft pow* 
ers of bis ſoule,his under- 
ſtanding, will, and affeRi- 


ed, that he might hauc 
full-contentmenr, Since 
_the fall, all our 'happines, 


is out of our ſelyes,it isde-| 
| r,ved 


after God. | yn 
|| [rived from: God, in Chriſt, L 
|] | anditis: taken our of the AAR 
[|] [promiſes of Cad in the 
[| | word: For God wil be feer 
|] |inChrift,&60dandChrift, 
|| | wil beſ&&rinche glafſe of | 
theordinances til we came} (' 
to heaven, and there-we 
ſhal ſee face to face 3 ſothat 
now. all our happincs ts] 
ferched by looking vnithe 
lous- of God, (our of: OUT 
ſelus;fetched out oftheor 
dinices.Daviddcfired to 
lee the b:auty of Cod.Gods | 
toueis,diffufiue,it fpreads 
|&comeſnicates it ſelfe-to! 
hisChburch in chedtdinan- 
ccy,this he knowing, deti- 
red more and more,toc06- 
municate of this diffufiue 3 
2biidant tranſcendent louc 
of God, I 2 7 Boas: 
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with the” beſt obic that 
could be,(tor therin 1$jthe 
happines of man,)wherein 
ftandsa mans happincs ? 
When there 1s a concur» 
repce ofthe moſtexcellent 
obic, with :h2 moſt ex. 
ccllent power,and facul ie 
ofthe ſoule, with deligh: 
and content in ir. Nov he 
dcfired toſeethebeautyof 


| God,in his houſe, that his 


ſoule might be raviſhed in 
theexcel{ccy of the obj2R 
and that th: higheſt pow* 
| ers of bis ſoule,his under- 
ſtanding, will, and affeAi- 


| ons might be fully arty 
ha 


ed, that he might 
full-contentment, Since 
| the fall, all our 'happines, 


r;ved 


is out of our ſelves, it isde-| 


| 
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rived from. God, in Chriſt, 
andit/is: taken our of the 
promiſes of Cod in the 
word: For God wil be ſeer, 
inChrift,&60dandChrift, 
wil beſ&rvinche glafſe of} 


to heaven, and there-we 
hal ſee face to face 3 ſothat 
now. all our happincs 15] 
ferched by looking onithe 
lous'of God, (our of: OUT 
ſelus;fetched out ottheor 
dinices. David dcefired to! 
leerhe b-auty of  Cod.Gods 
loueis,diffufiue,it ſpreads 
|&comenicares it ſoife-1o! | 
hisChburch in chedtdinan- 
ccy,this he knowing, deti- 
red more and more,toc6- 
municate of this diffuhue 
| 2biidant franſcendentlouc 
of -God, 1 2 Burt 


theordinanees til we came 


. - 
——— 


. - - 
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to haue theſe: delires that 


"But howtfhalt we come 


Davidhad,tolte the beau- 


on ſtirable raits Now we 
Ihould labour rohanc)rhis| | 


-_ - 


chings, and 4 taſtcrof hea- 


ty of God. 

Ina word; wemuſt hauc 
iriruall ſences, The ipi- 
riruall life of aChriſtian,is 
berntſhed wich {piriruall 
ſences, he hath a ſpirituall 
eye,andafſpirituzll taſt'to 
relliſh ſpirituall'! things, 
and a | ſpiricuall eare;'to 
judge of holy things;'and 
a ſpirituall fceling. As e- 

very life,{o this excellent; 
lite,hath ſeaces;and ork. 


ſpiricnall hife-quickned in, 
us, that we have a 
quicke fight. of-heavenly 


| ofte,Gop. , | 


' more.in. the ordinances. 


— 
. ” _ 


F 73 
venly things, that, we may. |, 
ſmell the, oyntment of 
Chriſt,ror the ſweerneſſe of 
thy ointments the virgins 
run after thee. Pn: Toplca 2 
h:th fences anſwerable to 

the bodie, fet- us defire rien aw 
Godto cl:anſeall our ſen- f12v0n: 
ces,- and .ta.revcale him- 
ſclte ia, Chit more, and} 


<> oz 


- 


Thjs, . $45nt, Paul, cal- 
etch. rhe _ Spirit of, ce- 
v:Uation, Let us pray to 
God an; in his ordinances 
he would diſcover that a» 
miable loue , of (his. in 
Chrift,to ſhine op us ip 


|rhe face of his yarn, in in 


his ordinances, for t 


Soil muſe POReps fo 
theb ny. on Cod 7 when 


— — 


— 
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wee have fpirituall 'fen- 
ces, except rhe ſpirit giue 
us a Fpiritualf Hight ro 
fee, we cannot ſce, there- 
_ {fore ler us defire that 

God would give us ſpi- 
' *"Iricnall ſenſ: 5, roth: ſpiri- 
[ feualllig ke. 

When 'Gid' made the 
world, lighe was the firſt 
creature, Why * that all 
cheexce Tof "crea. 
tures, might bee d Icerned 
by light, If Goa had made 
neverſo many excellent 


Creatu 
4 


vercd 


not 


ry :*$0' there are many 
excell-nt, beautiful things 


in FATE ts r,wonderful 
L "hd? <atfor it- 


if the light had | 
chem,| 
where hadbeene his glo-| 


| 


_— A. a ett 


— 


+ theſe] 


| 


after 'G OD, *| 


theſe bee diſcovered in 
the word and we. haue no' 
(ences, and no light, if |. 
there bee nor lightinthe 
vnderſtanding, God ſhall 
want his glory, and we 
che comfort, 

.Icis light that makes 
things that are 'beau- 
'tifull, to bee beautifull] 
to us. A blind man cannot |, 
Judge. of : colaurs,, nor a| 
 deafe man of ſounds; ard 
harmony, - A. man” that} 
barh loft his raſt cannor 
;udge of ſweetnefſe,ſorhar} 
there maſtbe ſenſes, and} 
the ſpirit of G'o D muſt 
revcale theſe things vi+ſ 
tO us. | 
And likewiſe let 'vs la» 
tour more and more 'to 


Lg w. 


3ÞX x 


2: 


— 
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— 


To; ou | {ee our owne deformir 
wn defor, | and then we ſhall ieeCbrifts 
mity {|beauty, the more wee 
defire ro know our owne|| | 
vileneſſe. Indeed theſpirir 
| of God carries thele para- 
{Hell one with another, he 
diſcovers by the ſame light 
our owne deformity, aag| 
land neceſſitic, and the 
beautic, and excellencic 


be 0D in Icſus Chriſt, 


m_— > Me de oe. Aa A --5 


che-one will fect an edge 
on the-ather, and he that 
wil cometo ſee the height 
(2nd: breadth, and depth of 

0.DS loue in Chriſt, 
breadth, and depth of his| 
owne corruption, and our 
miſcrie by it our of Chrif 
Ard they are good 
| thoughts 


CE ——. 


-— : | 


OI nee CO 


-— —_— 


a TI 
- 


% 


——_—_— ——— 


cor Tm 


— — 


day to thinke of theſe two 
 obics,the miſerie of /1he 
condition) of man out of 
Chriſt, andthe cexcellen- 


Teſus Chriſt: the amiable- 
nefſe ofChrift, towards us, | 


in him,hc delights in us, as 
fideratton oſthis,andofthe 


full condition outof him, 
will keepe- vs cloſer. to; 
Chrift, and make us value! 
the ordinanices-more that 
we may grow vp in faith, 
| and knowledge. of 'Chrit 
more & moretil we come 
to 2 fulnefſe: inChriſt.-. | 

And preſcnt to the eye 


thoughts for us, every 


and our amiable condition | 
we deligh: in him,thecon-{ 


!loarhſeme, tcirible,feare- | 


JS vzh 
aeTf 


cie now, that: wee haue in | 


© 


| — 


4 
To confi- | 
Ter C hrilts 
relationsto 


I 5 of 


M—— 


+ ew - —- - —_ _ 
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| ſpecially-when ipis vnfol- 
ded'in the-minifterie; be- | 


1 useſpecially in-the rimeo! 


([asa }u:dge firting. upon his 


him hchatkttaken the re- 
| {ation of a father,and loo- 


6f our {oules, GOD in! 
Chriſt ih the relations he 
hath''taken upon him, to 
be 4 father in * Chrit; let 
us'make- that *-bencfir oF 
this b:auty chat is preſen- 
red ro vs inthe: Goſpel;c- 


eavſe Sathao'barh'a fp: 


[all pokei&to preſent God, | 


and Chriſt otherwiſe to 
tetptation,he prefentsGea 
throne,. and God as a con- 


ſuming fire, Iristruc,he| 
is ſo out of Chriſt, bur in 


keth on-ysſweetly in the 


* eg 


relation of fonnes. Chriſt | 


muſt } 


—— c———o__ —_ 


th 


_ 
Lu 
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U 
; 


| 


fort; nor ſay rous; 


[what doc you come rathe 


muſt be confidered inthe 


' ſweet relation of a ſayiour 


and the holy ghoſt inthe 
ſweete relaticn'of a com» 


we bcleiue, and theſacra- 
ments feed vsto eternal 
life, Let us repreſent theſe 
things beautifully ro 'the! 


foule, ant thiswillfirengs 


then faith, and'cheriſhy at 
feRion, ibar Sathan ſhall 
not rob vs" of 'our-rom- 


doe you; yeuncleaneper; 
ſons;loarhſome.creatui 


Sacrament, and comet 
che bolyrhings of CoD} 


be ſo ſtill, bur affoone as 


| ever| | 


|| 191 


forter, and the word isall | 
w ritenfor our comfort;if 


Iris truegif wemeane to | 


— 


/ un I 
of Ef: 


OO A OA TA AE BE A 24s OO a tage m—_ 


| Rexei;, 
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jeyer the (defire of our| 
ſoulesis to come 10 GOD, | 
- ([andthat there is adivorce| 
|berweene vs, and our fins, | 


andwedeſfireto leanethcem 


tet us haue 211 the ſweete 


concecits of God that may 


Zaodices was lhike-warme 


to mel will come. and 


Ver with theme. A ſtrange! 
laue,tocome tothem that 


weereiniucha luke-warme 


Leftate,he wasSready tocaft 


them out, his. Rtomacke 
was loaden with them, / 


{fiend ihihg deveo ond acet | 
{yer, 1Fany of you, luke-/ | 
warme profeſſors, w oo 


illo- 
| pen 


bee zweeſee in Revel. },| 


and thatis a hatefull rem-] 
|per, Bebeld( ſaith hee,) 7 
| Pani and knocke, if any ran 


I—O , 


_ 


LE — 
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pen [ will come and ſup 
with him, and refreſh him 
with the refreſhings of 
God. SoinCant.5.,when 
the Church ſighted Chysf 
and off-nded him; yet he 
wooes his Church. - Ay} 
locks are wet mith _ 
dew ofthe night Oh! mar- 
veilous patience that not- 
withſtanding her luke- 
warmeneſlſe, and negleR 
yet Chrift givesnot over. 
| Let us not <cntertaine hard | 
canc:irs ofGod and Chrift | 
{bur labour to preſent | 
them ſweetly to our med | 
tations, | 

This is the wiſedome of | 
a Chriſtianto haue fights] 
of faith, that is, ro preſent |: 
ſeverall things that faith | 


I C_ — 5. 
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A —_ 


_—_— 


AYE AK 


By | | make 


| Chriſt;a 'Eeracious Father 


| have full poſſeſſion ofaf- 


land” prefer them to our 


|moſt' excellent people ir 


may worke on ro firerg- 
then it ſelfe, as for Faith 
to haucaſight of God in 


.ard*ro have 'a' ſpiritual! 
fight of Chriſt ſending 
ambaſſadors wooing and 
.befeeching usto bewrecon- 
ciled: and a fight of the 
jotes of heavT,thatwe ſhal 


er: Jetvsthinke of them, 


'(oidles3 ard preſent toour 
ſoules by meditation, the 
excellencie, and royaltie, 
and prerogatiue of Gods 
Childreo, that theyare the 


th16 wortd; Theſe = {Ms 
chat faith helps'ie ſelfe by 


| 


arean excellent mcanes ro 


A. ws Ee i | 


| 


— 


| 


| make us in loue wich the! 


— 


— 


beauty of Gods bouſe. 
But to: anſwer two or 3. 
obteRions/briefly \ before 
1 praceed to-more partt- 
culanrs:'/ 1 >: | 

| Some will obje@,what 
nee&wenow.in theſ' glo. 


ſand vpon the ordinances 
{0 much © Indecd in dare 
ker timesthere was morc 
need, &c. 

I wilt not be large,butto 
anſwerin a word. The 
mo: e. God diſcovers him- 
ſelfe, and his exccllenr 
things here, the more we 
ſhould exprefleourthank- 
tulnefſe in labouring 40 
grow. in knowledge, for 
theres ſuch- a.breadth in 


riovs times of th Church | 


; 


] 


| them 


— 
- 


oben. | 


Anfw. 
Necelſli;;e 
of the ordi- 
nances con 
tinually, 


—_— 
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|rhem, that we can never 
| have enough cf then, and 
| there is ſuch-a Caily cxi. 


gence of ſpiricuall chings, 


ESSSSLC —— - 


| theſe eiangs as (omear: ? 1s 


panteth' aſter: the rivers of 
'water,ſo my ſoutethirſteth af | 
fer thee,0 God For there Is | 


of comforts, 'and graces 
that are all conveyedinthe 


chriftian cano: be without 


dinences,then he can with» 
our his datly food. 


ſo cager, andearneſt after 


not now andehenenough 


84 andP/al. 42. 4s theHar 


- {vic-: of meanes, that a| 


chem), he carino-more hee |. 
 withoutche uſe of the Or- 


Oh/But wbatnced we bc | 


Are we better then David| 
| ſee howearneſt hewasP/al. | 


"2 
- 


al 


ne non Aut tc ———_— — 


- 
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| [8 } wondiouſly diſcouraged. 


(| | baniſhed as it were tom 


apreſenceof God, inhis| 
ordigances,that o:her men 
arenbrſen(ibleof, there is 
a preſence to their ſpirits, 
thatthey feele that they 
marycilouſly louc,and arc 
affeR:d wich. Andifthey 
want the preſence of God 


(4s David here ) they are 


As goodNehbemiahwhenhe 
heardic went not wel with | 
theChurch,hegrew fad : 
And David we ſec how he! 
takesit here when he was 


the houſe,ard ordinances 
ofGod.But I wil not ſtand 
long upon theſe obieRions 

Some thinke they may 
as wel read at hom<c,good 
Wars and ſe rmons, and | 


not 


— 


——_— — OS 
-2 


_—m—— 


-_ 
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CE —_ 


| Anſw. 


| Private dy- 


ive way t© 
On Oo 


| 


—_— 


{| Chrift walkcs in the mid- 


not come to the ordinan- 
CCS. 
But David loyed the 
ordinances, he loved the 
place;might nor he thinke 
of what he heard bctore, 
might not he have help of 
the propnets f Oh ! but 
chereis bl:Mingiatheve- 
ry meeting, Where two or 
three are mettogether,Iwil 
be inthe midſt of them. 4nd 


deſt of the Golden Candle- 
ftickes, There is a+ more 

powertull -gracious pre« 

ſcrce in the/very | affem-] 
 blies of Gods people, pur | 
| caſe thou-mayſt doe much | 
good inprivare with con- 
tempt of the publike 'or- 
dinance, itisa curſed ftu«{ 


die «|! 


———_ 
—_ 


> 


Dd > 


= c—_ —— Ec * cy yu © Us 


_— 


| efty Gop.' © | 18> © 


div :1tke Manneh that di 
ſtinke when it was gathe- 
red out of ſeaſon; when 
it was gathered when it 
ſhould nor, it putrified : 
Thereisa curſe ypon that 
fiudie, -ahd upon that 
knowledge that wee get 
whenwe ſhould attend up- 
on th: publik meanes, For 
it is nor knowledge that 


will bring co heaven, for | 


che Devill hath that, burir 
is knowledg ſanRifi: d,ſei- 
zing upoathe affeRions, 
now what is it that ma- 


keth us good 2 The ſpirit | 


wotking with the ordi- 


nance: and will the ſpirit | 


worke, when wee negleR 

:he/ordinance ? It isbur a 

pretence, they ſpend their 
tim 


—_—_——_—— 


— 


— 


Suwile, 


es ——_ 


A— 


| 188 j ABREATHING | 


Obudt, 


time otherwiſe, its to bee 
feared not ſo- well: But 
[put the caſe they ſhould, 
[there never comes good 
ofit, Itmay enrich them 


more divcliſh';but more 
holy they cannot be, for 
holineſſe comes-from the 
ſpirit, andthe ſpiritwill 
worke by his owne -ordb 
' nances, lo much for that 
and of all other objeRions 
in regard of the beauty of 
God, a | 
I will not rayſcany ob- 
jeRions, bur only anſwer | 
| thoſe that commonly po-| 
piſh ſpirits trouble ſome 
with all. I will anſwer, I 
lay ſome of them bricfly. 
| They trouble vs about 


our 


in knowledge, .to grow} 


_ _—_— -— - —_ _ 


cv — <2 << ©S | 


-— - 


- | 
—— 
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| they trouble good Chri-; 
ſtiahs thararebf the ms! 


| after Go D; | 


our Caurches, Indecd if | 
your particular Churches 
were Chu-ches of God, 
if you could make thar 
good; then you might de 

ig"tinthem, but-you arc 
4 reticks, and Schiſma 

ticks, your Churches ace 
not good C:urch's, Thus 


plerſfortreſpicilly with 
this,'' where -was' your 
Church ahundred yearcs 
agde, beforeLatherstimic I 
your Church isan vpſtre, 
ind 'your congreguions 
are- nothing bat a meeting 
of ao pany of hereticks 


ropether. 31046 lf | 
| Beloved'that that makes 


|a Church robe 2 catho- 


like 


Anſw. 
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| 


- ——=—AM 


Mo 
mm. 


"20? 


Church ? And indeed-i , 


like Church, to bee, 4 
branch of the Catholike 
Church which we belcive|Þ 
inthe Crecd. it is the C+-If | 
tholike faith,the fairh,apd| 
truththat is the ſced of the 

| Church,itis _ of 
the word of God, where. 
ſoever the word the Ci- 
tho!tke, truth of God 45) 
there is the; Church,; a 
braochiqf.the Carholike| 
Chutch,. Now ovurfaith 


| chat we belecye harh con. 
} anguioky, with 4be- tuft 
| Cinurches-: fox, what doe| 
| we beleeue,burtitis-fetch- 
£d outof the Teſtament, 


nd trom the primitive 


i hcir-.owne .confeflion 
they would bee modeſt, 


that hat 


— 
LS __ IS 


——— 


\ 


_—_ 


|ftom them rhat we are 


after Gon. | 


that mighe be extorted | 


more Cxtholike, and ou: 
Doctrine is mor: © catho- 
like then thewrs, Why 2 
For that that agrees wich 
the ancient truth, 4nd faith 
once given, as Saint 1nd? 
ſaith, ir runnschrongh all 
ages: and rhat wherein ye | 
agree with them, is more 
apreeable, and Carholike 
then that they hold ſeve- 
red from us. It is more 
catholikein regard" of all 
times, before Chriſt; and 
in Chrifts time,and inthe 
Apoſtles times, and t 


ſclues ' hold” with ' us, is 
more Catholike,thenthar 


they hold ſevered. Now 


that the Papifts th:m-" 


ut 


wherein ' 


hh. — 


——_ .—— 
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Papiſts er- 
rourin ads 
dition, 


they differ from us, and 
we account them heretiks 
they differ from the ſcrip- 
cures,andfrom the church 
fix hundred yeares after 
Chriſt, and many of them 
are of late ſtaading.Ther- 
fore in thoſe tenents 0! 
ours we agree wich the 
Papiſts, and wich che Pri. 
mitive Church,what doe 
we hold but they hold? 
but they. adde traditions 
that are pernicious, wee 


they hold that and tradi- 


| tions too; we hold-two 


ſacraments, th:y adde fiue 
more: we hold Chrift to 


| bee rhe, Mediator, they |} 


make Saints . Medizors 
too, whatſocyer we hold 


hold the. fcriptures, was 


they 


| | after GoD. 


| 19} 


they -hold, but they adde 
their 0wne patchenes to 
them: therefore our do. 
arine | is more catholick 
becauſe we have the evi- 
dence/of Scipture for; all 
| ours; and we have them 
 r0juſtifie ours,and where- 
in they differ from us, 
| they have neyther Scirp-! 
{ ture nor antiquities. but 
| they are onely a compa» 
' ny, a maſſe of things of 
' their owne; but I wil not 
| bee much in this - point, 
| And then ſay they where 
| way your Charch before 
| Enphers time, and: 200, 
yeares agone £ Where 
was | it Where their 
Church was ; our Church 
was amongſt them,.inthe 


K mid. | 


—_— — — — — —— — 
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| fined to bulloine there is 


gold 


middeſt of them : witneſſe 
their fire and inquiſition; 
and perſecution: they 
found out our Church 
well cnough. 

But to make it 2 little 
clearer. The Church of 
God, take it in generall| || 
for good, and badin it: 
and for the meanes of (al. 
vation that they had in 
ſome meaſure, it may be 
called a kinde of vifble 
Church though very cor. 
ruptly; and ſo conſidered, 
our Church thoſe that! 


| profeſſed our Religion, 
was the beſt of that 


Church, inthe declining 
times of it. Asinalumpe 
of Gold that is not yetre- 


_— 
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carth + take itin the whole 
| wee ſay it is Gold: but 
when it is refined to bul- 
loine, weſay it isgold ſe-| 
vered. Now our Church! 
inthe middeſt of Popery 
|Rj was asgold inthe middeſt 
| ofcarth unrefined, that is, 
there was many Romiſh 
Churches, and ours was 
in the middeſt of them, 
the Temple inthe middeſt 
of the Courr, thatis, the 
true Church in the viſible! 
= Church. There were a 
orcat company thar held 
the tenents of the Gol. 
pel, eſpecially ,at the 
hours of death , that 
denied Popery : But 


gold, anda great deale of, 


then there were ſome 
K 2 that 


CC 
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hmmm 


| that'wererrefined'as Bu! 


letw after, as the-Walgen: 
ffs that were a ſevered 
company of people, be- 
fides other holy men,and 


women that grew up by 
hearing ſomewhat” 0s! 


Chriſt in their Sermons, 


and ſomewhat in the $a-' 


crament, they lefrourrhat 


that was bad, and tooke 
that that was good, be-| 


lides the lumpe of Gold, 


there was ſome. refined! 


Gold, when popecie was 
inits perfeRion, and thoſe 
they ' termed | Waldenſis, 
and the like, . There was 
alway. a company that 


| held the: rruch - againſ 


them, (Iam'forry tomens 


; tlo #4 ' 4 ' 1 | 
n'theſe things, in 4 


501Nt" 


1 


þ 


| [ned Churches, 'that 1s, | 
Gold fingled out of the 


J—"—Y y-—4 


—_— 


HET after Gop, | | 


edification ) Our. Char- 
ches therefore are * refi. 


drofſe | of popery, ' they 
are 4 corrupt,” and. our 


ble Congregation: 

_ Now to cutoff theſe 
 objeRions, to come nea- 
ter to our ſclves to _ 

our perticalar Con- 
ow ern to ſhew 
that ofneceſſitie we ought 
to frequent them, and to 
take heede of all objeRti- 


point tending ' more | to | 


Church a-rrefined;: a'yidi.| 


ansthar therdevill andthe 
fleſh may make: to bring 
us out of love: with - our 
patticular  Congregati- 


ons; know thereforerheſe 


K 3 


thregd ces? | 


, 4 
M7. id” " / 
: 


, 
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1 here 
hath beene | 
alway a 
Church. 


three or fonre rules in a 
| word. 

Firſt, that there hath 
| beene a Church from the 
beginning of the world, 
where God hath beene 
worſhipped. Chriſt is a 


{ King, and he muſt havea 


kingdome: to beleeve A 
| Catholick Church is an 
Article of our Faith, and 
there cannot bee an a 
withoutan objeQR. I have 
| Fairh, I beleeve a viſible 
Church, therefore there 
muft bee a'Church. So 
that there. hath. beene a 
Church fromthe begin- 
ningoftheworld, itis an 
article of our Faith, 

| Secondly, the markes 
devo. this Church is 


L xk ; * knowne| 


l e 
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knowne is eſpecially the 
truth of God, that is the 


 ſeede of the Church, the 


truth of God diſcovered 
by his Word and ordi+ 
nance, To which 1s an- 
nexed the Sacraments , 
and Ecclefiafticall govern» 
ment, but the former moſt 


weretipificdin_ the Arke: 
for there was the Law bg. 
nifying the word, and 

 porof Mannah, ſignifying 
the Sacrament, and the 
Rod to fhew the diſci- 
plinez thoſe three were 
as it were types of the 
three markes of - the 
Church z but eſpecially 
the Word, for that is 


— —— TT —— — 


neceſſary. And theſethree | 


the ſeede of the new| 


| 


\Yh K 4 birth. i 
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| 


| 


| people ſubmitting them- 


(obſerve (to cleare this 


# 


oh. 
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birth. Whereſoever the 
Word. hath beene pub. 
liſhed; and there hath bin 
an order of teachers, and 


ſelves; there is'a Church, 
though perhaps there 
might be fome weaknefle | 
in other regards, A man 
is a man though hee want | 
the ornaments of a man; 
and a citie without walls 
is'2 citicz' put caſe there 
might be ſome weakenefle 
in ſome things, yet as 
long as the vitalls of the 
Church.” remaine ic is a 
Church. | 
The third thing that I 


——— - I 


point, to haſten to things | 
of - more edefication )-is 


” 
o 
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| viſible Church, becauſe ir 


this, abuſe takes not away. | 
the uſe ; a negleQtulluſe 
or abuſe takes not away 
thetruewſc,of things, put 
caſe rhe.Scripturebe aby-, 
[ed many ways, thatthe.| 
S:craments have many 
additions,thattheſethings | 
arenot ſo pure, yertittakes 
notaway theguſt uſc. for, 
then wee take away the 
cauſe of thinzs. Then the 
concluſion of all is this, 
that of ncceflitic,notwith- 
ſanding, ſormewhatimay 
be found fault with-ia all 
viſible Churches, ſome 
crrours there may be, yet 
wee. oughe/to cleave to a 


hath beenealway, and we | 


ought ro know it by 
Ks5 theſe] 


” << ——- 


202 14 BREATHING 


a—— 


Vſe. 
What C- 
Nate they 
areinthat 
are calt out 
of the 
Church, 


| 


theſe markes, if the word 
of God bee taught there, 
then of neceſhtie we muſt 
leave tOit. God added to 
the Church ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved, to the viftble 
Church. Thoſe that are 
faved muſt bee favyed in 
ſibmiffion to the viſible 
Church. But theſe things 
Ilit not'to bee large in, 
this may give ſatisfaRi- 


| ON, 


| 
If 'this be fo that wee 


into the Arke (asit were) 
the viſtble Church iscal+ 


muſt bedrowned and pe» 


——_”— 


oughttoſubmir rethe or-| | 
dinance of God in the vi-| ! 
fible Church, to come] | 


ledthe Arke, or elſe wee] | 


| rh, what ſhall wethink| | 
L then! || 
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caſt out of the Church 
by excommunication £ 
( but that is for their 
good) but their caſe is ve» 
ry ill, becauſe they are 
cut off from the houſe 
and beautic of God, their 
caſe is miſerable. But ir 
is worſe with thoſe that 
depart out of themlelyes 
as Apoſtares, &c, Some 
are caſt our, ſome are A- 
' poſtates and goe out x 
they fall away from the 
Church of God tothe ro- 
mith ſtrumpet, to Babi/ong 
being dazeled with the 
pompe of that Church, 
not ſeeing the ſpirituall 
beautic of the ordinances 
of God with us,., What 
thinke 


l————— —_— —— 


then of thoſe that are 


| 


_—_— 


__——— - 


1 
1 


ro joyne with vii 
ble Congregations, that 
excommunicate them- 
ſelves willingly, ſuch as 
ſchiſmaticks, and ſuch 
prophane ſeparatiſt, that 
when they may will nor, 
partly becauſe they will 


ces awaked, and partly 
bcc.uſe they will give li- 
bertieto the flcſhro other 
thines atthar time, Some 
#re caſt out, and ſome g0: 
our, ſome excommunt- 

atethemſclves. They arc 


fof the diſpoſition of the 
devills that will nor bee| } 


tormented before their 
time; they thinke they 
ſhall heare ſomewhat that 


will 


not have their conſcien. | 


| 


| that goe out ! that rent 
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will awake their con(ci- 
ence, and they are very 
unwilling to have conſci. 
ence awaked, but they 
will have all their tor 

ment'at once, All theſe 
arcina wofull condition. 
if the gracious preſence 
of God be in the Church 
above all other places in 
theworld (as weſee Ds 
vid deſired ro dwell in 
the houſe of God, that 
hee mighr ſee the beaurie 
of God )itthere bea beau- 
tic in the divine ordinan- 
ces. How milerable are 
thoſe that are caſt our, or 


themſelves from the 
Church, or willingly cx- 
communicate themſelves 


like 


| 


th 
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Vſe 2. 
Tryallof 
our love ro 
the beaurie 
of Gods 


{ houſc; 


| likewilde creatures? They 


are worſe then Carne, hee 
grieved when hee was to 


God, he fell iatoa deſpe- 
rate temper; th:y are 
| worſethen he, that when 


the ordinances of God, 
they goe on in a wilde [i- 
centious courſe, and neg 
| le alk meanes that God 
hath ſanRtihced: to bring 
them to heaven. 

' - Butto come nearer, to 
makean uſe of tryal], how 
ſhall wee know whether 
we have benifite by, and 
whether wee be truly in 
love with: the beauty of 
Gods houſe or no *Y 


ther, 


depart the preſence of 


they have the Jiberty of 


becauſe many come hi- 


- 
=- 


m—}@qc lt. At 
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ther : aSin No«bs Arke 
there were beaſts that 
were cleane,and uncleane; 
ſo 'there are many that 
come to the viſtble con- 
gregations, theyare inthe| 
Church ( as excrements 
arc in the body) burthey 
are notof it, 

To know - therefore 
whether we come to pur. 
poſe, and heartily love 
the beauty of God in his 
ordinances, and comforts: 
and graces, as Daviddid 
here or no. Wee may 
know it cafily, for fight, 
(as I fayd before) it 
workes affection, we may 
know by our affeion. 
whether we fee the excel. 


lency of God or no. in his 


PE... 


: ordi-} 


I. 
Sight ſtirs. 


afteRion; 


km 


94 + Oo a 


+35 J - 
_ 
: 
= 


<Q 
| "x 


a 4 " 
i i. ——_—— — — 
ee te —— ht # tt >. ll. 
— 


- ") | ABrREATHING | Wi 


a "w—_—y LCA wamrpÞ” —n-_ MCC 


| ordinances; there is no 
ſence that ftirres up afte. 
Rion anſwerableto ſight, 
the-affeRion of loveeſpe: 
| cially, - 
401 wy | - How ſhall wee know 
that weloverthe ordinan- 
ces of God ? 

| Thatis an aficRtion that 
| ofall other 1s leaſt to bee 

concealed , what we love 
| | | wee will boldly profefle, 
wee will joy and delight 
init if wce have it, You 
ſee how David joycd in 
; the ordinance of. God, 
how he danced before the 
| Arke, there was no Joy 
. | thathee had comparable, 
heepreterred it\ before all}. 
other joy that hee had 
whatſoever, it was atran- 
ſcen- 


I 2" 
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ſcendenc joy, And whar | 
wee love and: deiight in 


Oh how 1 love thy Law | 
my meditation 15 08 it con- 
tunally, our mindes will 
runne | on it. Therefore 
weareexhorted rothinke 
of the word of God, to 
have it before our eyes, to 
have it written before us 
in our. courfes, that wee 
may meditate npon it, at 
home and abroad, Moſes 
hee gave thoſe helpes: 
 wherethere is love, there 


love the good things 
of God, their mindes 
will be often onthem, 
Againe there will bee 
zeale tor the holy tkings | 
| of 


© 
nn cnn 


4. 


wee meditate much . on, 


is meditation : thoſe that | 


Zeale, 
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of God, a man will not 
indure them to be diſgra» 
ced, but hee will have a} 
good word to ſpeake in 
the defence of Gods or- 
dinances, of holy things 
and Religion, Thoſe 
that ſuffer Religion to be 
betrayed in the compa- 
ny of baſe carnall people 


beauty of Gods houſe, 
that have not a word to 
ſay; thoſethat haveſeene 
Gods beauty, and felt 
the comfort of the de- 
lights of Gods. houſe, 
they areable to juſtifie it 
againſt all oppoſers what- 
ſoever, thatthereis good 
to bee taken and done 


they have never feene, the | 
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there: by their owne ex- 
__Þerience | 


| | 
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they have beene ſtrength. 
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perience, by the comfort | 


they have felrz they will 
bee able to tell others 
whatthe Lord hata done 
for their ſoules, and in 
their ſoules, what Braces. 
ned in, what comfort! 
they have felt; they can 
diſcoverthis, and can ju- 
Rifieall the ordinances of 


God from their owne cx- | 


perience, Doe not wee 
ſee daily under the ordi- 
nance of God by weake 
men, the blinde ſee, the 
ſpiritually deafe heare, 
the ſpiritually dumbe be 
able to ſpeake, topray to 
God : the dead, thoſe 
thatare dead in ſinne, the 
receive life £ doe not all 

theſe 


rt. 
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| 


theſe juſtifie the excellen; 
cie'of Gods ordinance 
which gives {pirituall life, 
and ſpirituill ſenſes ? 


beene dread in former time 
in! finfull courſes, and 
have found the power of 
Gods Spirit wirh his or- 
dinance, they are ableto 
juſtifleir : thoſe that are 
not able to juſtifie theſe 


qrthings by ſome 'expeti. 


ence they never felt any 


and the like evidences, we 
may try the truth of our 
aft. tion, whether wee 
have feenc this beauty or 
no to purpoſe. 

It wee finde that wee 
have lictle comfore, and 


Arengrh 


Thoſetherefore tht have]. 


good by them, By theſe 


[ 
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trength by the Worl'of 
God, 'that wee have not 


ſcene the. beauty of it, |: + 


what ſhall we doe, what 
courſe ſhall wetakey 
Waire ſtill, waite ſtill 
ar the|poole for the An- 
eels ſtirring, for God at 
length will diſcover his 
power by. ms Spirir, hee 
will diſcover his "good- 
| neſſe if notar the firſt, yet 
at length, therefore ler us 
uſe all CanQified meanes: 
And know this fora rule, 
chat Gods <pirir is an ex. 
cellent worker, hee will 
onely worke by his owne 
inſtruments. 
And come to the ordi- 
nances* with a Spirit of 


Anſw. 
How to 
come ta ſee 
this beautte | 
tle, 


I, 
V ſe Gods 
([WCANT Ss 


Faith,” becauſe they re 


| 


Gods | 
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| Gods ordinances. God 


will diſcover himſelfe in 
ſome excellencie or 0- 
ther, hee will diſcover 
ſome comfort and grace, 
ſomewhat that is uſefull 
to our ſoules to-build us 
up to cternall life, let us 
come with a particular 
faith that hee will doe ſo. 
Faith muſt anſwer Gods 
promiſe, God hath pro. 
miſed where two or 7 
are met together in his 
name he will be in the wiad- 
deft of them. Hee hath 
made a promiſe to bleſſe 
all his ordinances: There- 
fore let our particular 
faith anſwer Gods ordi- 
nance, Lord 1 goe toth 


RT i ll. SS . - AM 


heuſcro heare thy Word, 
| to; 
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to receive thy Sacrament 
in thy feare, in reverence 
of thy majeſtic, and ina 
ſpirit of F:iith I expeR 
thee to make good thy 


brings a meryalous effica- 
cie with it, If wee goe 
with 'a particular f.ith 
know thac God will bee 
as good as his word. This 
courſe wee muſt take to 
Þ the beautic of the 
ord. 

And then (as I fayd 
before ) ofren let our 
thoughts bee upon theſe 
ſpirituall excellencies, let 


things in our thoughts, 
Lovecomes from judge. 
ment, love comes from 

an 


owne ordinance z this | 


us ballance and weigh 


Compare 
theſe ex» 


cellencies 
with other | 
things. 
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| 


an. eſtceme of things, . of 
the goodneſſe of things, 
and that comes from a 


| right judgement let us 


therefore labour to have 
a right. judgement of 
things to be as they are, 
Solomon was the wileſt 
man (next to him that 
was God man) that cyer 
was, and hee knew what 
Spirituall things were, & 
what all otheichings inthe 


world were, and what ver-, 


dit doth he give ? This 
is the whole man, to feare 
God "and keepe bis Com 
mandements, And how 
doth he commend wiſe 
dome in Prov, 8, all pre- 
clous things are nothing 
in. compatiſon 'of the 


hn £@A. a am oc 
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wiſedom of Gods Word, 
But what ſaith heof other. 
things 2 hee that had run 
through all things by ex» 
perience, and thoughtto, 
| extrat the quinteſſence 
| of all chat the creature; 
could give, he ſaith they 
| were but w4nirie and vox. 
ation of Spirit , truſt my: 
| experience, Therefoxe let 


| ballance, the good that 
wegetor may get by the 
bleſſed. ordinances; + o6 
God, with other things 
| whatſoever: Ohthe beay- 
[tie and excellencie of ſpi- 
rituall things, it is above 
all ether beautie whatſo- 
ever. Alas, what is out» 


—— — 


| us bee able to lay inthe] 


HF 


ward beautic? it is but:a, 
Bis! L lumpe 


4 he ——— 


*\Þ, : F LY -% 


a8l FEISI AT HING | 


PE IIY _ 4. 


| what arcall honours, and] 


| oneword, itis vanitie,and 


| Wark of the Lord endureth 
for ever, that is, the com- || 


of 'God they'indure for 


w———__— 11 I , 


lumpe' "of well 'coloured 
carth, What is gold, and! 
all'the luſtre of it* Ir is! 
but earth refined. | And\ 


goodly delights that way? 
1% but 2s a pufte of 
ſmoake, it is nothing,in |, 


experience. proves this 
every day: Oh, but the 


forts, and the priviledges 
that we have by the ward 


ever; and thenmorecſpe. 
cially the comforr of 
them when outward com- | 
forts faile moſt : even up- | 
on-our death bed; when| | 
conſrience * is awaked 
| then] 


6 


| 


, » 


then, and hath preſented 
to it the former life, and 
the guilt of many finnes, 
what will comfort a man 
then ? his goodly appar- 
rell,or his goodly feature, 
Or his great place and ho- 
nour? (perhapstheſe will 
increaſe hisgriefe as they 
haye beene inſtrumenrsof 


comfort I heardin ſucha 
Sermon,ſfuch good rings 
'I heard read, qnd, ſuch 


minde, ſuch experiencel 
have of Gods Spirit wor- 
king at ſuch and ſuch a 


| 


finne ) Oh no, th's will} | 
doe him good, ſuch a] 


good things come to my |' 


time; theſe will reſtific 
that Gods Spirit went 
with his ordinance to fa- 
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| that, he deſpiſed all the 


ſten ſomewhat on my 
| ſoule, andthey will com | 
fort when nothing clſc 
will, 

Let us oft compare all 
other things with the 
beautic of God, - and his! 
ordinances, as if all were 
nothingtothem : thus ho- 
ly Aoſes, he ſaw abcauty 
and a glory in the deſpi- 
ſed people of God that} 
made Brick , he ſawthey 
werethe peoplethat God. 
ſet his delight oa, and , 
 thatthe Church of God 
was there, when hee ſaw 


glory of Pharachs Court, | 
and accounted the worſt 
thing in Religion, the re- 
proach and e berter| 


then 


"| us away to Jooke to our 


| 
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| nance of God are better 


A. 


gn IIS 


then all the pleaſures of 
| fire. Beloved, rhe bit- 
tereſt things in'the ordi- 


then any worldly thing. 
What is the bittereft 
thing in the ordinance of 
God ? Reproofes, they 
are as precious balme. Tf 


meete with our particular 
finnes, and rell us, and 
diſcover to us what an 
encmy it is, that it will 
be the bane of our ſoules 
if we live init, and it ſend 


ſelves, this will bee as a 
will cometo be ſaved by 


it. And if for Religion 
wee ſuffer reproach, and 


che ordinance of God 


precious balme,our ſovles| 


2 
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ired before all other 
things whatſoever? 


ſhame, it will bee as a 
crowne, as holy Moſes 
accounted the reproach 
of Chriſt, betrer then the 
treaſures of Fzipt, If the 


{ worſt and bittereſt things 


in Gods ordinance be ſo 
\weete, what are the beſt 
things of all ? the com. 


| 
[forts of Religion? what is 


the peace of conſcience 


1a heaven? what are 
the excellencies of-Relli 
gion, whenthe ſhame and 
iſgrace areto be prefer- 


So bleſſed Saint Pal, he 
weighed things after this 


| faſhion z he was anexcel- 


lent 


m—_* 


| 


and joy in the holy 
I Ghoſt 2 and eternaii gio- 


| 
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ns "1 eng. had cxcel- 
ent priviic es to glor 
in, Oh but o67 he goy 
counz all dung, and drofle 
in compariſon of the ex- 
cellent knowledge of 
Chrjſtthathee,had, Our 
bleſſed Saviqur that was 
the moſt able of all to 
judge, hee would have all 
{0 for the pearle, that 
for the field. where 
the pearle is, . to bu 
that, to get- the ordi- 
nances of God, yen $6 AC- 
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| the better part ſzith Chriſt, 
| If we will beleeve him in 
whom all the treaſures of 
wiſedom: are,in his judge- 
[ment Mary choſe the better 
[part, one thing « neceſſary 


vids choiſe one thing have 


[oze thing & neceſſarys all 
{things in compariſon of 
that are not neceſſary, ' 
| ſpared. Thus we ſee how 
I wee may come to love 
God-in' his ordinances, 
and to ſee the brautie of 
Ft hr#nefſe, the beauty of 


And becanfe there arc 
two things necdefull to 


[faich hes he juſtified Da-| 
17 defired, and faith Chriſt | 


they may: well enough be |. 


| — 
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revealed;and a fight, Leti 4 |. 

us defire God i «ber OY 
himſclfe in his ordinan-| bimſclte in 
ces ro us more and more, | his ordi- 
and deſire him to give us | 
ſpirituall eyes more and | V+ 
more to ſee him. Some- 
times hee hides himſelfe 
inhts ordinances, that we 
| cannot ſee the beautie of 
rhingss let us therefore 
defrehim to reveale him. 
ſelfe, to take away rhar| 
vaylethatis betweene us, 
and holy things, and 
berweene us and grace, 
and comfort, thit "hee 
rvould take away that ſpi: 
| | :ituall vayle, and reveale 1 
| himſelfe to us, and ſhine 

| { otusin Chriſt, that hee 
| would manifeſt his love 
Ls to 
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| 


tous, and give us ſpiritu- | 
all eyes to ſee him, | 


bu 


meanes beſore wee come: 
Sup and when wee are there, 
/v»* © ®and ofc.in attending on 


[errour,andignerance,and 


Cle:rely difcerned. Now 


—- 


I 4 = 
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.\ Prayer is an excellent| 


the ordinances, let us lift: 
up Our hearts to God to] 
reveale histruthsto us. 
There are many vailes 
betweene us, and holy| 
things, let usdefire God 
tO take them all away(of | 


unbcliefe,) andto ſhine ſo | 
Elearely to us by his Spi- 
rit, that wee may ſee him 
moreclearely. And ob-| 
jeRs haye a ſpeciall in- 
fluence when they are 


a t:an may more (REM 
ee 


after G © D.. \ I 


ſce and feele God at peace 
with him by the” Spirit, 
\and clearely ſce and feele 
'the comfort of forgives 


promiſe that is unfolded, 
and it hath a merycilous' 
influence uponthe affeRi- 
ons, ro comfort and to. 
breed peaceand joy, And 
thatis one-Ligne that wee 
profit by the ordinance 
of God, wheniris ſo with 
as, when we finde an in- 
Auence from the things 
(upon our daily prayers) 


forr,and ſpiritualſtrength 


corruptions. All in the: 

ordinance is by thepower 

* the Spirit : therefore 
wW 


'nefſe- of ſinnes and of any | 


to worke peace and coms- | 


againſt temprarions, and. 


| 
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| 


labour to. | 
ſeethe 
 beamty of 


'a diftilling of grace and 


Monves to]. 


wee are to pray to Ged 


koly Spirit,that he would 
reveale his ſecrets: to us, 


ſoules, that there may be 
comfort through the or- 
dinances to our ſoulcs. 
Prayer muſt accompany 
1922. emptic thing unlcfſe 


It, 
To ſtitre usvpa little 


[tothis,, morcand more to| 
ſcethe beautie of God in| 


his ordinances, to feethe 


that hee would joyne his | 


-and with revelation work | 
an influence. into. our) 


the ordinances, bec.uſe | 
the ordinance of it ſelfe | 


the Spirit accompany | 


- ES tor. 
— _ 


— — 


jslory of Godas the Scrzp- 


ture ſpeakes.. (lndeede 
[ vi God' 
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Godisnor onely delight- 


glorious in his ordinan- 
ecS.- Andthe Arke is cal. 


the knowledge of God 


pell is' called a glorious 
| Goſpelly this will enely 
make us truly glorious, 
'theſe things they put a 
[glory upon our ſoules, 
' Zaint Paylealls itthe glo- 
-rious grace. Whataglo- 
| rious thing is it when by 
the ordinance of God a; 
' weake ' man ſhall have 
' power againſt the ſtfohg 
devill ? againft all the 
ge'es : of hell? when a 


——— 


full, and beautifull, bur | 


ledtheglory of God, and| 


in Chriſt ir is a glorious | 
knowledge, andthe Goſ: | 


| poore creature,. fleſh and} 


© blood) 


— 


vos 


T . 
{rt makes 
us glorious, 


[ 


| 
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bleed, by ſome vertuedi- 
ſtilled through the w_ 
r _ | nance by tke Spirit © 
-4adud; God tall have Fac a 
ſtrong. faith in the pto- 
miſe of forgivenefſe of 
{innes, ſuch a faithin the 
oromile that all/-ſhall 
turne to his goed; that 
God is reconciled to him 
in Chriſt, that all rhe: 
: gates of hell ſhall not pre. 
vaile over a weake ſoule? | 

And what a glorious 
grace is this when by the 
uſe, and attendance upon 
the ordinance of God, a 
poore | ſoule ſhall have 
| trength. over theſe cor- 
be. ny. and finnes that| 
| dthers arc ſlaves to,: and} 
cannot'get:; the vitory| 
4 over}. 


* —_— 


— 
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over ? that when they ſee 
the ſpirituall beautic in 
Gods ordinances the 
grow Out of taſte withall 
other-things that others | 
are beſotted with, thatare 
of more excellent natural! 
patts then they e what a 
glory of grace is this? |. 
Therefore let us with all 
feare and reverencearttend | 
upon the ordinances of 
God, that God may bee 
glorious in us by his Spi-| 
'rit, and ſtrengthen us a- 
gainſt Satan and our be- 
| [ved corruptions. | 

. And let us know what 
'our ſoules were madefor:; 
what arc our ſaules more 
for, then to dwell inthe 
meditation of the Ip 

l MET 1, 
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| of God £ what are our| 
foules made for, but for 
excellent things f and 
what is excellent but in 
Gods ordinances ? Is 
the ſoulc made to tudy]| | 
debates and jarres be- 
tweene man: and mar; in| 
qQur particular callings 2 
| 'sthe ſoule made to get a| 
'|lirtle wealth that we ſhall | 
leave perhaps to an un- 
| thriftic gencration after ? 


/>©(4, 


i 


Are our ſoules that are | 
[rhe moſt exccllent things 
ander heaven (the world} 
it is not worth aſoule, they 

| | * - Jarethe price of the blood 


— 7” YI 


, £5. 


_ of the fonne 'of God, in 
| | his judgement the world | 
þ :. }.is not worth a ſoule) are 
k they for theſe things'?/ } 
| : No, 8 
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No, they are. for union, 


| ; . 
and communion with 


grow in nearer commu» 


nion with God by his 
Spirit, to haye more 
knowledge and affeQion, 
more love and joy, and 
dclightin the beſt things 
daily , our foules are for 
[<> e things that will 
make us gracious here 
and glorious forever after 
in heaven. 


tion, when wee ſtudy and 
care onely for earthly 
things, .and have flight 
conceits of thoſe things 
that are incomparably the 
beſt things, in the judge- | 


ment of God and of 
| Chriſt 


———_ 


Godin his ordinances,to' 


It is a great deordina-| 
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—— —_——W_ww_@Wfowun_G<—_—_ 


A 
'®$.. 
- 


—ﬀ 


234 | ABREATHING 


remoove 
| them, 


JI» 
Leaſt God 


| Chriſt himſelfe, and of| 


Solcmop, and of all good 
men. 4886 ; 

And the rather let us 
bee ſtirred upto affeR 
theſe-things,  leait God 


| depart from us. . The glo. 
ry of God departed out| | 


chetemple before the de- 
ſtruftion of 7eruſalcre, 
ſotheglory of God, that 
is, 2 viſible ſigne of his 
elory, it departs from a 
| Church, the beantie and 
excellencie of God dc- 
parts when wee eſteeme 
| them not, And if any 
thing in the world make 
Godtoleavea Church as 
he leftthe Tewes, and as 
he may leave any particu- 


lar Church (hee will al- 


th, te i RE 


- 


way | 
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way have a Catholicke 
Churchinthe world, but 


o heehor tycd to Eng- 
a 


nd or France, or any 
countrey , it any thing 


 mogve him to this) it 15 


becauſe there is not aprt- 
zing of the heavenly 
things wee have, of the 
bleſſed libertie wee have, 
to meete God in his ordi- 
nances, that we have not 
4 care t0 improove theſe: 
ordinances, to get grace 
and comfort. againſt the 
evill day. For however 
weeeſteeme thele things, 
God ſets a high prize on 
them; and if wee doe not 


God will deprive us of. 


them,orof the power and 
beautie of them. There- 


fore 
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and his blefling, and pow 

er in+ his ordinances, ſet 
gs impraove them the belt 
way rogetgrace and com- 
fort, Hee hath made a 
great Progreſſe in Reli- 
gion, that hath gotten a 
high eſteeme, and a ſan- 


beſt rhings, though per- 
haps hee finde himfelfe 
duly, and dead, and com- 
. plaingof it, yet when God 
Thines ſo farre that hee is 
able to approve, and to 
juſtifiethe ant things,that 
' they touch his affeRions. 


"] ſo much, that the bent of 


his fouleis that. way, and 


"| bee cannor be long with- 
l out] 


forcas we defire Godto || 
continue his ordinances, | 
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"ified judgement of the]. 
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| outrhem, and hee fin des | 
much comfort by them;}] 
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though it be joyned with] 
much corruption ; theſe 
things argue a good tem- 


——y* 


per and frame of ſoule, _ 
Andof all other diſpo- 
ficions of ſoule, letus pre- 
ſerve that ſpiricuall diſpo- 
ſition of ſoule, whereby 
our ſoulc is fitred to the. 
things themſelves, the 
rhings of Gods Spirit are 
holy and excellent, when 
there is ſuch a taſte, and 
rcllifh wrought in the 
ſoule ſutabletothethings, | 
T here isa happy combi 
na\1onthen, we may know 
there 5a powerfull worke 
of| the things upon the 
| ſoule, for all grace 
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F; | wronght 
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| fore as we delire God to 
\V, continue his ordinances, |-| 


and his blefling, and pow 
er it+ his ordinances, ſet 
os improovethem the belt 
way rogetgrace and com- 
fort, Hee hath made a 
Tree Pprogreſſe in Reli- 
gion, that hath gotten af 
high eſteeme, and a fſan- 


haps hee finde himfelfe| 
duly, and dead, and com- 
 plaingof it, yet when God 
Thins ſo farre that hee is 
able to approve, and to 
-juſtifiethe bl things,that 
they touch his affeQions. 
ſo much, that the bent of 
his fouleis that way, and 
bee cannor be long with- 


out] 
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"ified judgement of the]. 
beſt rhings, though per-| 
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pcr and frame of ſoale, _ 
Andof all other diſpo- 
fitions of ſoule, letus pre- 
ſerve that ſpiricuall diſpo- 
firion of ſoule, whereby 
our ſoulc is fitred to the! 
things themſelves, the 
rhings of Gods Spirit are 
holy and excellent, when 
there is ſuch a taſte, and 
rcllifh wrought in the 


_— 


T here isa bappy combi 
na{1onthen, we may know 
there 15a powerfull worke 
of the things upon the 


chough ir be joyned with] 
much corruption ; theſe | 
things argue a good tem-/| 


ſoule ſutabletothethings. | 


wrought ' 
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| 
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' 


' wroughtby the things of 
God, wee may know 1t, 
when the ſoule hath a ſu 
table relliſh of them, and 


longs afterthem, and de- 


proovesthem to the beſt, 
and ſuch a ſoule never 
| wants evidence of a good 
Chriſtian, Aske a Chri- 
ſtian what is the beſt evi- 


you belong to God ? Ay 
| ſheepe heare my woyee, ſaith 
Chriſt, «nd as childen new 
borne defire the ſincere 
milke of the Word that yee 
m:1y grow thereby : a man 
[oy know hee is a trne 
child ofthe Churchif hee 
deſire the fincere milke of 
the Word, to grow better 


_— 


and 


lights in them, and im-|' 


dence of falyation,8 thar | 
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jt and more holy-and com- 
F | fortable; if hee delight in- 
the voyce of God in the 
miniftery, and ſo be affe 
Red to therruth, and or. 
dinatices” df God; it is 


There are - more hidden 
evidences ſometimes, but 
this for an ordinary evi- 
dence is.a good one, and 
cotnfortable. David mer- 
veilouſly comforted him 


doe I love thy Law, Oh! 
| that wee could 'fay as hee 


Law, ang love thy trath, 
that wee could wonder at 
our owne affeRions, that 
wee could delight in this 


2 comfortable charaRer” 
of| a good ' Chriſtian. | 


ſelfe with this, 04! bow 


did, 0h how doe | love thy | 
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3b beautie 
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{ of God, as Pavid ſaith 
here, owe thing bave 1dt« 
firedof the Lord, and that 
will 1 ſeeke after, that 1 
may dwell in the hiuſe 0 
| the Lord all the duyes of 


«| my liferobebold the 


beamty of the . 
* * 


